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RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  SPAIN  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  DURING  THE  XVIII 

AND  XIX  CENTURIES 

CHAPTER  I 
INTRODUCTION 

The  attitude  of  Spain  before  the  American  Revolution  and  her 

relationship  with  the  United  States  in  the  time  close  to  its 

independence,  is  an  item  that  has  not  been  suf f icientely  studied 
and  analyzed  by  historians.  A  piece  of  work  as  important  as  the 
Encyclopedia  Britannica,  in  the  chapter  dedicated  to  the  History 
of  the  United  States  in  the  volume  #29  of  the  macropedia  (pg 

#215),  does  not  mention  at  all  any  kind  of  support  from  Spain  to 

the  American  Revolution. 

It  is  difficult  to  find  history  works  that  make  any  reference  to 
Spain  in  relation  with  the  American  Revolution.  As  an  exception, 
Isaac  Asimov  in  his  work  The  Birth  of  the  United  States  1763- 
1816 , refers  to  the  help  of  France,  Spain  and  the  Netherlands  to 
the  American  insurrectionists,  although  he  does  not  make  a 
detailed  explanation  of  it.  Perhaps  one  of  the  best  works  about 
Spain  and  the  United  States  in  its  first  steps  as  an  independent 
Republic,  is  Arthur  Whitaker's  The  Spanish-American  Frontier 
1783-1795 ,  but  this  work,  although  it  mentions  the  support  of 
Spain,  is  focused  on  the  problems  that  both  countries  had  to  face 


as  a  result  of  the  common  borders  and  the  attitude  of  Spain  of 
closing  the  Mississippi  to  navigation  except  to  her  own  ships. 

While  the  French  support  to  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
had  become  a  myth,  the  aid  of  Spain,  that  had  not  been  so 
insignificant  as  supposed,  was  systematically  ignored  and 
underrated.  Indeed,  the  intervention  of  Spain  in  favor  of  the 
fight  of  the  Anglo  American  colonies  for  their  independence  was 
conditioned  by  the  complex  concerns  of  the  Spanish  government, 
the  cautious  relationship  with  the  American  emissaries  and  the 
hesitations  before  the  difficulty  of  the  political  problem  that 
set  up  the  insurrection  of  the  colonies  and  the  aid  they 
requested . 

It  is  relatively  easy  to  find  a  solution  to  a  political  problem 
if  we  make  use  of  the  perspective  that  the  time  can  provide  us, 
but  for  the  politicians  and  men  of  state  that  lived  those 
happenings  and  that  were  inmersed  in  their  circumstances  of  time 
and  space  the  work  was  not  so  simple. 

This  assay  attempts  to  analyze  the  help  of  Spain  to  the  American 
colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  those  events  that  will 
determine  in  a  decisive  way  the  relationship  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States  during  the  XIX  century  and  its  influence  until 
the  present. 
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CHAPTER  II 


EUROPE  AND  AMERICA  DURING  THE  XVIII  AND  XIX  CENTURIES. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  XVIII  Century  and  after  the  signing  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  that  ended  the  war  of  Spanish  Succession, 
in  which  the  English  captured  Gibraltar  (1704),  the  idea  of  an 
European  equilibrium  was  consolidated.  The  purpose  of  that  was  to 
avoid  the  hegemony  of  a  nation  by  opposing  the  rest,  that  would 
constitute  alliances.  However,  and  despite  these  efforts, war  as  a 
political  phenomenam  continued  being  inevitable. 

The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  determined  the  turning  point  for  some 
nations  that  had  played  an  important  role  in  the  previous 
centuries,  and  that  would  occupy  a  secondary  place  in  the  next 
years.  In  fact  this  treaty  imposed  severe  conditions  on  Spain, 
which  lost  her  importance  in  Europe  although  her  colonial  empire 
would  be  the  biggest  and  most  coveted  for  almost  two  hundred 
years . 

England,  because  of  her  naval  and  trade  power,  obtained  an 
hegemonic  position  among  the  nations  and  would  claim  to  be  the 
moderator  in  the  international  equilibrium.  France  maintained 
her  cultural  influence  and  from  a  political  and  military  point  of 
view  might  be  considered  the  most  significant  state. 
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At  that  time  the  colonies  played  an  important  role  in  the 
economies  of  the  European  countries.  Therefore  the  acquisition  or 
loss  of  them  as  a  result  of  war  represented  an  important  issue. 
During  a  period  of  more  than  one  century,  France  would  confront 
England,  her  maritime  and  colonial  competitor.  Indeed,  in  the 
year  1688  the  "Glorious  Revolution"  placed  on  the  throne  William 
III  of  Orange,  Louis's  most  implacable  enemy. 

This  began  that  Anglo-French  contest  that  went  on  until  Waterloo 
in  1815.  It  is  significant  to  mention  the  Seven  Years'  War,  a 
commercial-imperial  conflict  (1756-1763),  that  finished  with  the 
Peace  of  Paris.  As  a  result,  England  took  posession  of  Canada, 
all  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  in  North  America  and  some 
islands  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  Spain  lost  Florida  in  exchange  for 
Havana  and  Manila,  which  had  been  conquered  by  England  during  the 
war.  France  was  thrown  out  of  North  America  and  she  handed  over 
the  territory  of  Louisiana  to  Spain  as  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  Florida. 

Until  early  in  1778  the  War  of  Independence,  also  known  as  the 
American  Revolution,  was  a  civil  war  within  the  British  Empire. 
Afterwards  it  became  an  international  war  as  France  in  1778, 
Spain  in  1779,  and  the  Netherlands  in  1780  joined  the  colonies 
against  Britain.  The  entrance  of  France  into  the  war,  followed  by 
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Spain  and  the  Netherlands  was  an  important  factor.  Their  role  in 
keeping  British  naval  forces  tied  down  in  Europe  was  significant. 

The  treaty  of  peace  recognized  American  independence  and  placed 
the  western  boundary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Mississippi .( Appendix  1) 

The  French  Revolution,  one  of  the  greatest  upheavals  of  modern 
history,  affected  the  United  States  not  only  with  the  ideas  of 
liberty,  human  rights  and  brothership,  but  also  in  the  political 
aspect,  as  France  claimed  that  the  Franco-Amer ican  alliance  of 
1778  bound  the  United  States  in  the  French  war  against  England, 
Spain  and  other  European  nations.  After  an  internal  dispute 
President  Washington  issued  a  neutrality  proclamation. 

Under  Napoleon,  France  continued  to  have  designs  on  America.  The 
secret  Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  whereby  France  obtained  Spanish 
Louisiana,  was  signed  in  October  1800.  This  vast  Louisiana 
Territory  would  be  purchased  by  the  United  States  from  France 
three  years  later  in  1803.  After  the  war  of  1812,  Florida  would 
be  acquired  from  Spain  in  1819. 

In  1808  began  the  independence  movements  in  the  Spanish  colonies 
in  Central  and  South  America . Colombia  obtained  her  independence 
in  year  1813,  Uruguay  in  1814,  Chile  in  1816,  Argentina  in  1817, 
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and  Mexico  in  1823.  By  1828  thirteen  new  states  were  created  in 
America . 

Between  I860  and  1865  took  place  in  North  America  the  War  of 
Secession  or  Civil  War,  the  greatest  war  on  American  soil  in 
history,  that  ended  with  the  victory  of  the  north  states  over  tne 
confederation  that  would  consolidate  the  Union. 

At  the  end  of  the  XIX  century,  from  the  immense  American  Spanish 
Empire,  Spain  only  retained  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico 
in  America;  In  the  Pacific  Ocean  some  groups  of  islands  and 
Philippines . 

As  a  result  of  the  Spanish  -American  War  of  1898  Spain  lost 
Cuba,  and  Puerto  Rico.  After  her  navy  was  defeated  in  Cuba,  the 
United  States  forced  the  Spanish  government  to  sell  the 
Philippines  for  $20,000,000  .  The  great  Spanish  Empire  that  began 
with  the  discovery  of  America  in  1492  vanished  after  400  years  of 
existence . 

This  brief  review  of  the  most  significant  happenings  in  which  the 
European  powers  with  interest  in  North  America  were  involved, 
brings  us  to  analyze  in  detail  the  relationship  between  Spain  and 
the  Anglo-American  colonies  during  the  American  Revolution  in  the 
following  chapters. 
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CHAPTER  III 


THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT  AND  ITS  CONCERN  ABOUT  THE  UPRISING  OF  THE 
BRITISH  COLONIES  IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 

Spain's  recovery  under  the  Bourbon  King  Carlos  III,  coinciding 
with  the  territorial  and  commercial  expansion  of  England,  led  to 
numerous  wars  and  incessant  contention  between  the  two  powers 
throughout  the  18th  century.  The  American  Revolution  seemed  to 
offer  the  Bourbon  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  a  providential 
opportunity  to  shatter  England's  power.  The  colonial  war 
represented  for  England  a  continuous  exhaustion  of  her  forces  and 
a  warlike  enterprise  more  difficult  than  expected. 

In  Spain,  the  uprising  of  the  British  colonies  was  estimated  as  a 
serious  item  as  well  as  a  potential  menace  for  the  integrity  of 
her  colonies  in  America.  It  was  considered  that  if  England  would 
overcome  the  colonial  war,  the  vast  Spanish  territory  of 
Louisiana  might  be  the  first  objetive  of  her  expansion.  With 
regard  to  the  rebellious  colonies,  no  matter  the  result  of  the 
war,  it  was  also  estimated  that  these  powers  would  cause  troubles 
to  Spain  in  the  future. 

The  Spanish  ambassador  in  Paris,  Don  Pedro  Pablo  Abarca  de  Boiea, 
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Count  of  Aranda,  one  of  the  most  clever  politicians  at  that  time, 
was  prophetic  in  his  reflections  about  the  uprising  of  British 
colonies  and  their  impact  on  the  Spanish  ones .( Appendix  2) 

In  fact,  he  feared  the  bad  example  that  such  a  revoluticnary  war 
could  represent  for  the  Spanish  colonies  and  regretted  that  this 
problem  occurred.  But,  facing  the  reality,  he  considered  it  to  be 
of  great  interest  for  Spanish  policy  to  assist  the  Americam 
colonies  with  money,  weapons  and  ammunition,  as  well  as  sending 
some  officers. 

For  the  Count  of  Aranda  it  was  necessary  to  take  revenge  of  the 
extortionist  policy  that  England  had  been  carrying  out  against 
Spain.  But  how  could  that  be  done?.  Would  it  be  advantageous  for 
Spain  to  continue  with  the  secret  help  that  had  been  provided  til 
now?.  Secret  support  did  not  nave  the  efficiency  of  political 
recognition  and  would  be  reduced  to  nothing,  as  time  passed. 

The  Count  of  Aranda  proposed  a  pragmatic  way  whose  purpose  was  to 
sian  a  treaty  with  the  colonies  in  order  to  support  them  with  all 
they  needed.  His  objective  was  to  obtain  an  agreement  in  the  best 
conditions  for  the  interests  of  Spain.  Such  an  agreement  with  the 
colonies  would  confront  undoubtedly  with  England.  The  question 
was  whether  it  would  be  a  good  or  bad  choice  to  wage  war  against 
England  in  the  political  circumstances  of  the  moment. 


8 


An  analysis  of  the  social,  economic,  political  and  military 
factors  gave  as  a  result  that  France  and  Spain  could  defeat 
England  in  a  hypothetical  but  probable  confrontation. 

One  of  the  considerations  that  might  have  decided  Spain  to 
declare  war  on  England  was  the  elementary  precaution  of  not 
having  two  different  enemies  in  the  same  territory:  England  and 
her  American  colonies.  If  the  colonies  got  their  independence 
without  having  agreed  to  a  treaty  with  Spain,  they  could  threaten 
Spanish  territory  in  North  America  sooner  or  later.  In  spite  of 
these  reflections,  the  Spanish  government  presided  by  its  Prime 
Minister  Grimaldi  considered  that  to  declare  an  offensive  war  on 
England  could  be  disadvantageous  to  Spain  because  of  the 
uncertain  result  of  the  war  in  America.  England  had  enough  troops 
in  America  to  defeat  the  rebels.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a 
possibility  that  a  change  in  the  policy  of  England  toward  her 
colonies  would  obtain  a  successful  agreement  with  them. 
Consequentely  it  was  estimated  that  it  could  be  more  advantageous 
for  both,  Spain  and  the  American  colonies,  to  continue  the 
support  in  a  secretive  way.  (Appendix  3) 

A  final  point  to  consider  was  that  the  Spanish  King  Carlos  III 
would  object  to  sign  a  formal  treaty  with  people  considered 
rebels.  This  is  the  kind  of  recommendation  King  Carlos  III  was 
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receiving  from  his  advisors  at  the  time:  "The  rights  of  the 
Sovereigns  are  too  sacrosanct  in  their  territories  and  it  is  too 
risky  the  example  of  a  revolution  for  his  Majesty  to  support  it 
openly"  . 

The  previous  considerations  can  explain  why  the  Spanish  policy 
was  so  confusing  at  that  time,  and  why  open  support  never  was 
given  to  the  American  colonies.  From  the  perspective  of  ti~~ 
can  appraise  that  such  a  policy  was  erroneous. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


THE  AMERICAN  EMISSARIES  TO  SPAIN 

The  relationship  between  the  American  emissaries  and  the  Spanish 
government  took  place  for  the  first  time  in  Paris.  In  fact,  oy 
decision  of  the  Congress  in  June  1776,  a  committe  comprising 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams , Ben jamin  Harrison  and  Robert  Morris 
was  given  the  mission  of  preparing  a  plan  to  deal  with  European 
nations.  Once  approved,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee  sailed 
to  Europe  and  arrived  in  Paris  in  December  1776. 

The  Spanish  ambassador  in  France,  Count  of  Aranda,  had  the 
apportunity  of  receiving  Franklin  and  talking  with  him.  During 
these  meetings,  Franklin  expressed  the  necessity  that  they  had  to 
convince  Carlos  III  to  protect  the  American  colonies  in  their 
fight  against  England  (Appendices  A, 5).  In  the  report  sent  to  the 
Prime  Minister  Grimaldi,  the  Count  of  Aranda  expressed  that  it 
would  be  urgent  to  sign  a  treaty  with  the  colonies  in  order  to 
help  them  openly  and  strongly  in  their  fight  against  England. 

The  Spanish  government  considered  this  theme  of  great  importance 
for  the  interests  of  Spain  and  decided: 

-Not  to  sign  a  treaty  with  the  colonies 

-To  continue  supporting  them  secretly 
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-To  make  preparations  for  a  possible  war  against 
England . 

During  the  meetings  held  in  Paris  between  the  American  emissaries 
and  the  Spanish  ambassador  they  also  expressed  the  wish  of 
visiting  Spain,  because  there  were  some  particular  items  that 
ought  to  be  proposed  directly  to  the  Spanish  government.  For  this 
purpose  Lee  traveled  to  Spain.  Nevertheless  the  Spanish 
government  would  prevent  him  from  arriving  in  Madrid,  because 
there  was  a  great  fear  that  the  British  ambassador  would  know 
that  American  emissaries  were  establishing  contacts  with  the 
Spanish  government. 

The  Spanish  ex  prime  Minister  Grimaldi  received  Lee  in  Burgos, 
where  the  latter  handed  him  a  memorandum  (Appendices  6,7)  in 
which  he  offered  special  friendship  and  trade  relations  to  Spain 
and  asked  for  financial  support.  Arthur  Lee  commented  that  the 
help  that  was  being  provided  in  a  secretive  way  by  France  and 
Spain,  might  not  produce  the  same  effect  if  be  given  openly.  For 
the  American  colonies  it  was  significant  that  Spain  and  France 
recognize  internationally  their  fight  against  England.  The  new 
Spanish  Prime  Minister,  Count  of  Floridablanca ,  promised  Arthur 
Lee  that  the  American  colonies  would  obtain  a  more  important 
support  from  Spain  in  the  future.  At  the  same  time,  the  Count  of 
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Aranda,  was  instructed  to  facilitate  some  financial  credits  from 
the  Netherlands.  The  American  emissaries  were  warned  to  not 
reveal  the  origin  of  this  support:  in  other  words,  the  American 
would  not  know  the  origin  of  the  help  that  was  being  provided  by 
Spain.  (Appendices  8,9). 

After  the  visit  of  Lee  to  Spain,  Franklin  was  appointed  by  the 
Congress  to  carry  out  talks  in  Spain,  but  the  Spanish  government 
managed  to  convince  him  not  to  come  to  Spain,  adducing  the  same 
reasons  that  had  advised  the  inconvenience  of  Arthur  Lee's  visit 
to  Madrid. 

Because  of  the  interest  that  Spain  had  in  the  fight  between  the 
American  colonies  and  England,  the  Spanish  government  sent  to 
that  territory,  as  emissary,  Don  Juan  Miralles,  a  business  man 
from  Havana.  He  was  not  an  official  representative  of  the  Spanish 
government  because  of  the  secrecy  that  Spain  dealt  with  the 
affairs  in  North  America.  He  was  only  an  observer  before  the 
Congress.  During  his  stay  in  North  America,  General  Washington 
maintained  cordial  relationship  with  Miralles  and  expressed  to 
him  the  fervent  desire  that  Carlos  III  would  recognize  the 
United  States  as  an  independent  nation.  Miralles  died  of  an 
illness  in  Morristown,  where  General  Washington  had  established 
his  Headquarter.  The  relationship  with  the  American  Congress  was 
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followed  by  Don  Francisco  Rendon,  who  also  maintained  excellent 
friendship  with  George  Washington.  Indeed,  as  the  General,  his 
wife  and  children  arrived  in  Philadelphia  with  other  officers  to 
spend  sometime  and  did  not  find  adequate  lodging,  Don  Francisco 
Rendon  had  the  honor  to  provide  room  to  Washington  and  his  family 
in  his  own  house. 

The  last  American  emissary  to  Spain  was  John  Jay,  who  had  been 
President  of  the  Congress.  He  arrived  in  Cadiz  on  22  January 
1780,  to  replace  Arthur  Lee.  When  Jay  and  his  secretary  William 
Carmichael  arrived  in  Spain,  they  were  received  by  a  Spanish 
personage  named  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  who  not  only  had  charge  of 
financial  arrangements  with  them,  but  also  discussed  purely 
diplomatic  questions.  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  found  his  way  into 
diplomacy  through  the  trademark's  entrance.  The  Bilbao  firm  of 
which  he  was  a  member  had  traded  with  American  colonies  for  a 
full  generation  before  the  Revolution.  He  was  actually  the  screen 
behind  which  the  Spanish  government  furnished  arms  and  clothing 
to  the  rebellious  colonies  of  England  when  Spain  was  still 
ostensibly  a  neutral  power .( Appendix  10). 

The  purpose  of  John  Jay  was  to  convince  Spain  to  adhere  to  the 
French-American  colonies  agreement,  since  France  and  the  colonies 
had  signed  a  treaty  on  6  February  1778  in  which  there  was  a 
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secret  article  that  established  that  Spain  could  adhere  to  it  by 
inserting  the  variations  considered  necessary .( Appendices 
11,12,13,14,15,16) . 

John  Jay  stayed  in  Spain  for  almost  two  years,  during  which  he 
obtained  some  financial  support  but  did  not  succeed  in  his  plans 
completely.  When  Jay  abruptly  departured  from  Madrid  in  May  1782, 
he  broke  off  his  negotiations  with  the  Spanish  Government. 

The  Count  of  Aranda  was  instructed  to  renew  conversations  with 
Jay  in  Paris.  Actually,  the  occasion  for  establishing  close  and 
friendly  relationship  with  the  United  States  would  be  lost  for 
ever . 
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CHAPTER  V 


THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT  TO  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIES 

The  previous  chapters  are  an  attempt  to  provide  us  witn  the 
framework  in  which  the  support  of  Spain  to  the  American  colonies 
should  be  accomplished.  The  Spanish  government,  as  well  as  the 
French,  were  favorable  to  helping  the  American  insurgents,  but 
there  were  some  obstacles,  especially  from  the  Spanish  point  of 
view,  to  carry  out  openly  such  help.  First  it  was  important 
not  to  give  a  bad  example  to  the  Spanish  colonies.  Secondly, 
although  it  was  considered  that  a  war  against  England  was 
inevitable,  France  and  Spain  did  not  want  to  provoke  it,  as  they 
wanted  to  have  the  advantage  of  declaring  war  at  the  most 
propitious  moment.  Doubt,  uncertainty  and  secrecy  were  the 
elements  that  influenced  the  decisions  of  Spain  in  order  to  help 
the  American  colonies. 

An  evidence  of  the  support  of  Spain  to  the  Americans  was  the 
letter  that  George  Morgan,  Cavalry  Coronel  and  Commander  of  Fort 
Pitt  sent  to  the  Spanish  Governor  in  New  Orleans  D. Bernardo  de 
Galvez,  in  which  he  thanked  him  for  the  help  in  ammunitions  and 
other  war  materiel  that  had  been  delivered  to  the  American 
commissioner . 
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It  is  important  to  emphasize  the  secretive  way  in  which  this 
support  was  made.  Few  people  knew  something  about  this  theme. 
Among  them  were  D.Oiego  de  Gardoqui  and  Baron  de  Beaumarchais, 
the  author  of  the  opera  "  The  Barber  of  Sevilla"  and  "  The 
marriage  of  Figaro",  who  had  been  introduced  to  the  ambassador 
of  Spain  Count  of  Aranda,  by  the  French  Prime  Minister  Mr. 

Vergennes,  as  a  man  of  trust  through  whom  the  insurgents  could  be 
supplied . 

Besides  the  direct  support  delivered  to  the  American  colonies, 
there  was  also  an  indirect  way,  perhaps  much  more  important  than 

the  first  one,  of  helping  them:  it  was  the  permanent  threat  from 

France  and  Spain  to  England  that  prevented  her  from  employing  all 
her  power  in  the  war  against  the  American  colonies.  This  aspect 
had  a  decisive  influence  in  the  result  of  the  war.  But 

undoubtedly  the  most  important  contribution  of  Spain  to  the 
independence  of  the  American  colonies  was  the  declaration  of  war 
made  by  Spain  against  England  in  1779.  Although  Spain  did  not 
send  an  expeditionary  Army  to  fight  England  in  America,  the  fact 
of  declaring  war  under  the  difficult  circunstances  that  England 
was  facing  divided  her  power  and  prevented  her  from  accumulating 
it  against  the  insurgents  in  North  America. 

After  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  Don 


17 


Bernardo  de  Galvez  conquered  the  English  harbors  on  the 

Mississippi  as  well  as  the  city  of  Pensacola,  by  which  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  was  free  of  the  English.  Together  with  the  American 
insurgents,  Spain  carried  out  some  war  actions  in  order  to 
prevent  the  English  from  using  the  communications  with  the  Great 
Lakes  in  the  interior  of  North  America. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1776  France  and  Spain  had  provided  two 
million  pounds  (  one  million  each  country  )  to  the  English 
colonies  (Appendices  17,18,19,20).  As  first  consignment  were 
sent : 

216  cannon  barrels  of  bronze 
209  carriages  for  canons 
27  mortars 

29  carriages  for  mortars 
12,826  bombs 
51,134  bullets 

300  "millares" ( 1 )  of  powder 
30,000  shotguns  with  bayonets 
4,000  tents 
30,000  uniforms. 

This  armament  and  ammunition  was  loaded  in  various  harbors  and  it 
was  allotted  among  several  ships  in  order  to  assure  the  arrival 
of  part  of  it.  The  consignments  were  organized  as  if  they  were 
(1)  Unknown  quantity 
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sent  by  the  American  emissaries  in  Europe  and  not  by  France  or 
Spain.  This  way  the  secrecy  of  the  origin  would  be  maintained. 

The  Spanish  government  supported  the  American  colonies  during  the 
years  1777  and  1778  with  a  total  amount  of  7,994,906  " reales" ( 2 ) . 
As  a  result  of  a  request  made  by  the  American  emissaries,  there 
were  sent  30,000  blankets  (Appendix  21).  From  the  Spanish 
colonies  in  Havana  and  New  Orleans  were  provided  some 
weapons , clothes ,  quinine  and  various  amounts  of  currency. 

At  that  time,  the  Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana,  delivered  some 
amounts  of  money  to  Oliver  Pollock  and  Captain  Willing,  that  had 
been  designated  by  the  Congress  to  receive  the  help  from  Spain. 
The  support  that  Spain  provided,  although  less  important  than  the 
French  one,  was  also  significant.  We  cannot  forget  that  the 
policies  of  the  allied  powers  French  and  Spain  were  directed  to 
weaken  England,  and  consecuently  as  a  result  ought  to  be 
congruent.  It  is  an  unbelievable  historic  error  and  an  unjust 
treatment  to  ignore  or  underrate  the  support  of  Spain  to  the 
American  colonies  in  their  war  against  England. 


(2)  Real:  Spanish  currency  in  XVIII  century 
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CHAPTER  VI 


RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  SPAIN  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  FROM  ITS 
INDEPENDENCE  UNTIL  THE  SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR. 

After  the  break  cf  the  negotiations  between  the  American 

emissaries  and  the  Spanish  government,  the  Prime  Minister  Count 
of  Floridablanca  endeavored  to  continue  negotiating  with  the 
United  States  as  a  means  to  create  a  buffer  between  Spain's 
colonies  and  the  American  territories.  The  results  were  poor. 
English  diplomacy  had  signed  treates  with  both  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  but  with  different  tints  and  secret  articles  with 
regard  to  the  lines  that  the  borders  would  follow  and  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

This  created  a  basis  for  a  possible  confrontation  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  policy  that  prohibited  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  to  all  ships  except  the  Spanish 
also  contributed  to  getting  things  worse  because  this  condition 
was  difficult  for  the  new  North  American  republic  to  accept.  It 
is  important  to  realize  that  the  river  was  the  only  natural  way 
for  trade  from  the  interior  of  the  United  States.  Spain  had 
allowed  the  American  settlers  to  use  it  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  but  she  was  obliged  to  ban  the  use  of  the  Mississippi 
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because  the  contraband  trade  that  had  been  carried  out  in  the 
previous  years  damaged  her  economy  and  trade. 

Besides  the  previous  considerations  it  is  also  necessary  to  take 
into  account  the  rapidly  growing  American  settlements  in  the  Ohio 
Valley  that  was  cause  of  deep  concern  to  the  Spanish  government  . 
All  these  circumstances  influenced  the  policy  of  Spain  regarding 
the  United  States. 

When  Carlos  III  died  in  1788,  he  was  succeeded  by  Carlos  IV,  a 
simple-minded  man,  who  reigned  during  one  of  the  most  difficult 
periods  of  Spain's  history.  The  fact  is  that  Spain,  as  a  result 
of  the  French  Revolution,  found  herself  involved  in  European  wars 
for  the  next  twenty  years.  The  Prime  M’ ~ ’  'ter  Fior idablanca  tried 
to  obtain  an  alliance  with  England,  the  ancient  enemy,  in  order 
to  fight  against  the  French  Republic,  but  was  supplanted  by 
Manuel  Godoy  in  1792.  With  that  tne  alliance  was  pressed  to  an 
early  conclusion.  This  alliance,  although  directed  primarily 
against  France,  also  provided  that  if  either  power  were  drawn 
into  war,  the  other  contracting  party  must  make  common  cause 
against  the  new  enemy.  Thus  if  British  restrictions  on  neutral 
trade  with  France  should  result  in  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  Spain  would  be  obliged  under  this  treaty  to 
come  to  the  aid  of  the  British.  The  relationship  between  the 
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United  States  and  Spain  could  worsen  at  any  moment. 

The  difficult  situation  inside  Spain  had  a  disastrous  effect  on 
her  colonies  in  North  America,  first  and  foremost  in  Lousiana  and 
the  Floridas  and  secondly  in  Central  and  South  America. 

The  lack  of  Spanish  authority  facilitated  the  economic 
penetration  of  the  United  States  in  those  territories,  an  aspect 
that  Spain  had  attempted  to  avoid  in  the  previous  years.  At  that 
time  the  settlements  at  the  border  with  Lousiana  and  Florida  were 
about  to  implement  expeditions  against  the  Spanish  territories. 

The  Treaty  of  San  Lorenzo,  whereby  Spain  surrended  her  dispute 
with  the  United  States,  was  signed  on  October  27,  1795  and  it 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  disintegration  of  the  Spanish  Empire 
as  well  as  the  first  stage  in  the  territorial  expansion  of  the 
new  Republic.  An  abrupt  change  in  Spanish  policy  was  carried  out 
by  Prime  Minister  Godoy  as  he  made  peace  with  France,  deserted 
England  by  violating  the  Treaty  of  1793,  and  signed  a  new  treaty 
with  the  French  Republic. 

The  internal  situation  in  Spain  was  deteriorating  dramatically. 
The  inept  king  Carlos  IV  and  the  incompetence  of  his  Prime 
Minister  Manuel  Godoy  put  Spain  in  the  hands  of  Napoleon  in  1808. 
Indeed,  on  2  May  1808  began  the  war  against  France  as  a  result  of 
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the  uprising  of  the  Spanish  people  against  the  French  invader. 
The  nineteenth  century  marked  the  lowest  point  in  the  decadence 
of  Spain  and  the  beginning  of  the  desintegration  of  the  Spanish 
Empire  that  was  impossible  to  maitain  united  because  of  the 
absence  of  power  in  the  motherland.  The  century  ended  with  tne 
Spanish-Amer ican  war  and  the  loss  of  the  final  territories  of  the 
Spanish  empire. 

The  year  1898  ought  to  be  written  in  black  in  the  history  of 
Spain.  Since  1868  an  independentist  party  began  to  fight  against 
the  Spanish  presence  in  Cuba.  But  it  was  considered  simply 
insurgents  that  were  managed  by  foreign  countries.  It  was 
supposed  that  Cuba  was  different  from  the  other  parts  of  South 
America,  which  at  that  time  had  obtained  their  independence, 
because  its  population  was  predominantly  composed  of  Spaniards. 
But  the  independence  of  Cuba  had  to  occur  in  the  very  moment  that 
the  insurgents  obtained  support  from  another  country.  Cuba  was 
situated  inside  the  zone  of  influence  of  the  United  States  and 
very  close  to  Florida.  The  accident  in  the  Maine  and  the 
blindness  of  the  Spanish  politicians  resulted  in  a  catastrophe 
for  Spain. 

The  Spanish  Congress,  sunk  in  a  collective  madness  and  ignoring 
the  reality,  sent  the  Spanish  fleet  to  combat  against  the 
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Americans.  Only  the  professional  military,  among  them  the  Admiral 
Cervera,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Spanish  fleet  knew-and  so  he 
informed  the  government-that  the  confrontation  with  the  American 
Fleet  was  a  suicide  for  the  Spanish  navy  because  the  ships  were 
old  and  lacked  of  technical  capacity  to  combat  against  a  modern 
navy.  The  Peace  of  Paris  endorsed  the  defeat  of  Spain  and  the 
loss  of  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico  and  Philippines.  The  next  year,  Spain 
sold  to  Germany  the  Carolines  and  Palaos  islands  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  The  Spanish  Empire  did  not  exist  any  more. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


CONCLUSIONS 

The  previous  chapters  are  an  attempt  to  establish  a  framework 
that  enables  us  to  understand  better  the  relationship  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States.  That  Spain  helped  the  American 
colonies  in  their  fight  against  England  is  a  fact  that  we 
consider  that  has  been  sufficiently  demonstrated  in  the  analysis 
made  in  this  work.  Nevertheless  that  support  was  carried  out  in 
such  a  way  that  the  Americans  did  not  realize  that  Spain  had 
contributed  to  their  independence.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Americans  never  believed  that  they  would  have,  in  a  way,  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Spain. 

In  the  political  circumstances  Spain  faced  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  there  were  two  possibilities: 

a)  to  help  England  fight  against  the  American  insurgents. 

b)  to  help  the  colonies  fight  against  England. 

The  first  solution  was  almost  impossible  because  of  the 
anglophobia  that  existed  in  Spain  and  the  alliance  with  France  as 
a  result  of  the  Bourbon  family  pacts.  The  right  solution,  in 
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accordance  with  the  circumstances , should  have  been  to  help  the 
American  colonies  in  their  fight  against  England  openly  and 
strongly,  such  as  Count  of  Aranda  had  proposed.  In  this  way  Spain 
would  have  obtained  the  gratitude  of  the  American  people.  But  the 
Spanish  government  did  not  take  a  determined  policy  toward  the 
colonies  and  failed  absolutely.  Spain  declared  war  against 
England  and  did  not  help  the  American  colonies  in  a  sufficient 
way . 

The  policy  Spain  carried  out  toward  the  new  republic  after  her 
independence  was  short-sighted  and  poorly  realistic . The  lack  of 
politicians  able  to  face  the  difficult  circumstances  that  the 
world  lived  during  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries 
conducted  Spain  to  the  loss  of  her  colonial  empire  and  to 
internal  struggle.  Actually,  Spain  only  began  to  recover  after 
the  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  and  in  part  because  of 
the  help  the  United  States  provided  her  after  the  signing  of  the 
first  agreement  between  both  countries  in  1953. The  relationship 
between  both  countries  after  1953  has  developed  in  a  climate  of 
friendship  and  cooperation  (Appendix  22). 

At  present  Spain  and  the  United  States  are  allies  that  have  to 
face  very  important  changes  in  the  economic,  social  and  political 
aspects  throughout  the  world. 
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APPENDIX  1 


Thg  Umied  Stales.  1783-1003 


APPENDIX  2 


Despacho  de  Aranda  a  Grimaldi.  —  13  Enero  1777 
(N.°  930.  Original) 


Excmo.  Sr. 

Mui  Sr.  mio:  A  conseqnencia  del  Oficio  anteeedente  diri  a  V.  E.,  que 
viendo  no  se  me  explicaba  el  Dr.  Franklin,  no  obstante  su  promesa,  le  hice 
enlender  que  desearia  hablarie,  y,  efectivamente,  vino  acompaftado  de  Arthur 
Lee  la  noche  del  tdbado  4  del  corriente. 

Por  la  dificnltad  de  entendernos  me  parecid,  que  seria  mui  del  caso  valer- 
me  del  Conde  de  Lacy,  Ministro  Plenipotenciario  del  Rey  en  la  Corte  de  Pe- 
tersbourg,  y  alojado  en  mi  casa,  quien  posee  la  lengua  inglesa;  para  que 
aclarase  a  Franklin,  y  Lee  la  inteligencia  de  los  puntos  que  se  tocasen,  si  no 
los  concebian  bien.  yam!  igualmente  por  la  explicaddn  de  ellos. 

•  Preguntd  al  Dr.  Franklin,  qudndo  entregarla  el  papel  de  proposid6n 
•para  la  Esparta,  respecto  a  que  habfa  proporcidn  de  dirigirlox. 

Respondid  que  lo  tenia  ya  formado,  faltando  solo  el  confrontar  su  copia, 
y  haberse  retardado,  por  haber  estado  algo  indispuesto  Mr.  Dean. 

«Si  dicho  papel  contenla  alguna  cosa  diferente  del  entregado  a  la  Prancia*. 

Respondid  que  no,  y  ser  iddntico,  como  tambidn  conforme  a  las  drdenes 
i.ie  tenia  del  Congreso. 

«Si  no  habia  alguna  diferencia  precisamente,  atendiendo  a  que  la  poaiddn 
>de  los  dominios  de  Espafla,  y  sus  nombres  siempre  exigfan  un  contexto  que 
nliabla  de  variar  del  de  la  Franciax. 

Respondid,  que  estaba  autorizado  del  Congreso,  para  tratar  con  cada  una 
de  las  Cortes  segiin  sus  intereses,  y  con  pienos  poderes  para  quanto  ocurriese. 

•  Cdino  es  que  sin  hallarse  atin  asegurados  de  su  independencia,  y  shr 
•estar  tampoco  atin  reconocidos  por  estaa  potencias,  venlan  proponiendo  Tra- 
»tados,  quando  todo  el  mundo  crela  que  la  venida  del  Dr.  Franklin  se  dirigla 
»mds  presto  a  solicitar  auxilios,  que  los  ayudasen  hasta  conseguir  su  re- 
'■paracidn>-. 

Respondid,  que  por  medio  de  semejante  Tratado  verfan  la  Potencia  que 
quisiese  ser  su  Amiga  de  veras;  y  que  hasta  haberse  asegurado  de  esta  call- 
dad,  no  hablan  creido  conveniente  entrar  en  el  punto  de  necesidad,  tanto  mds 
que  su  situaciOm  atin  no  era  tal  que  necesitase  Inmediatamente  auxilios  di- 
rectos. 

tSi  era  cierto  que  habian  recibido  ya  socorros  de  este  Reyno;  y  si  habia 
xpartido  el  Amphitrite;  y  si  otros  dos  bastimentos  que  debfan  seguirle,  lo  ha- 
xdan,  o  se  suspendian». 

Respondid;  que  de  esta  Potencia  no  habian  recibido  socorros  algunos:  que 
por  medio  de  una  Compaitia  se  ies  habian  provisto  diferentes  gdneros,  armus 
y  municiones;  que  tambidn  se  habian  recibido  oficiales  a  su  servicio;  y  que  en 
todo  esto  no  habia  hecho  la  Francia  otra  cosa,  siuo  el  no  oponerse,  y  dejar 
lihertad  de  practicarlo;  que  el  Amphitrite  habia  salido,  y  creia  haberse  sus- 
pendido  la  salida  de  los  otros  dos  buques. 

«Qu4les  serian  los  auxilios,  que  mis  les  urglan  en  la  actualidadx. 
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Respondid  que  cailones  de  bronce  y  buques  de  guerra,  respecto  a  que  los 
hastimenios  que  tenian  hosta  aora,  eran  iuferiores  en  fuerza  a  loa  lugleses; 
y  bien  que  eran  mndios  sus  armadores,  y  hablan  liecho  cantidad  de  presas 
hasta  el  importe  de  milldn  y  medio  de  libras  Sterlings  segiin  cdmputo  heclio 
e-i  el  mis  mo  Londres:  como  no  podfan  presentarse  a  las  naves  de  Guerra  in- 
glesas,  siempre  era  una  inferioridad  que  necesifaban  reparar;  tanto  mds  que 
los  ingleses  con  sus  muchas  naves  de  guerra  y  las  de  transporte  cubiertas  de 
ellas,  estaban  en  estado  de  llevar  sus  tropas,  y  viveres  a  cualquiera  parte  de 
aquel  Confinente. 

•  Por  qui  no  hacia  de  una  vez  para  la  Corte  de  Madrid  todas  las  explica- 
>'Ciones  que  tubiese  que  hacerle,  respecto  a  que  por  la  distancia  no  habia  la 
*proporcidn  de  manifestarlas  de  un  dia  a  otro,  como  se  podia  practicar  en 
•  Versailles,  sabiendo  desde  luego  tambi^n  sus  respiieslas». 

Respondid  que  en  esta  consideracibn  entregaria  otro  papel,  que  conten¬ 
ds  quanto  se  le  habia  indicado;  que  si  convenla  que  uno  de  sus  Compafieros 
d  putado s  pasase  a  Madrid,  lo  haria  desde  luego. 

A  esto  le  due,  que  el  liacerlo  o  no  era  libre  en  ellos;  pern  que  no  se  ade- 
luntaria  tanto,  porque  entre  si  teudrian  que  entenderse  por  los  Correo*  ordi- 
n  irios;  y  la  Corie  de  Madrid  en  qualquiera  proposicidn  qne  reribiese, 
q  ierria  consultarla  con  la  de  Paris,  siendo  meior  hacer  aqui  las  explicaeiones. 
porque  ya  se  comunicarlan  a  Madrid  con  el  dictamen  de  esta  Corte,  y  le  re- 
pi.-tl,  que  si  lo  querian,  que  se  prupondria  a  Madrid.  Miciernn  ambos  con  este 
ni  itivo  muchas  demonstraciones  de  respeto  acia  el  Rey  CflllxViro,  y  que  su 
t’liucipal  fin  era  el  de  convencer  que  de  su  parte  anhelaban  su  proteccUm. 

«Si  hacian  algiin  Comercio  con  los  Doiitinios  Espartolesde  America". 

Respondieron  que  antes,  estando  bajo  la  doininacidn  Britdnica,  hacian  r.l- 
guno  por  la  parte  de  la  Jamayca,  pero  qne  en  este  tiempo  no  lo  practicabun. 

«Si  tenian  inuchos  Oficiales  extrangeros,» 

Respondid  que  el  mayor  numero  era  de  Franceses,  algunos  Alemnnes. 
y  un  Polaco:  que  al  princioio  habian  pasado  algunos  desde  .Slo  Domingo, 
y  olros  trasferidose  desde  los  puertos  de  Francia:  habieitdo  t-enidn  el  pen- 
->  imiento  de  levantar  3  Regunientos  en  cl  CaiiadA,  pero  iimtiliciindose  por 
hiberlo  ocupado  los  luglescs.  Que  mantenian  dichos  oficiales  asolariados 
bien  que  sin  emplearlos 

«Si  no  entrarla  In  mala  inteligencia  en  los  miembros  del  Congreso". 

Respondid  mui  sucintamente  que  no. 

PHrn  ahrirles  un  poco  el  dnimo,  y  que  no  extrntlasen  las  questiones  que  se 
les  habia  hecho,  les  dije,  que  se  dirigian  a  tomar  una  luz  del  estado  eu  que  se 
hallaban;  y  que  reciprocameute  podiau  preguntar  lo  que  les  pareciese,  pues 
en  lo  que  yo  pudiese  corrcsponderles,  se  les  dirfa  con  franqueza,  como  tam- 
bidn  si  no  me  halinse  en  estudo  de  context8rles. 
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F.ntonces  me  preguntarou.  si  tenia  probabilidad  que  la  Rusia  acordase  un 
Cuerpo  de  tropas  a  la  Inglaterra  contra  los  Americanos,  en  tono  de  hacerles 
mucha  impresiun  este  recelo;  y  les  dije,  que  las  noticias  piiblicas  de  Qazeta 
habian  hablado  de  ello,  pero  que  rtada  mas  se  ssbia. 

Expusieron  que  el  Congreso  habia  embiado  a  Cadiz  seis  cargamentos  de 
su  quenta  dirigidos  a  la  casa  Inglesa  de  Buick  y  Compaiiia,  la  cual  se  resist ia 
a  sus  pagos;  siendo  este  caudal  urgente,  porque  el  Congreso  lo  habia  desti- 
nado  para  hacer  en  Francia  las  compras  que  necesitaba;  y  preguntaron,  que 
medio  habia  de  conseguir  de  dicha  Casa  tan  justs  satisfaccibn,  respecto  a  que 
se  negaba  a  toda  contextacibu  sobre  este  asunto. 

Les  dije  si  seria  acaso  una  especie  de  represalia  como  Casa  inglesa,  por 
descubiertos  que  otros  negociantes  de  las  Islas  Britbnicas  tendrian  con  los 
Americanos;  y  a  esto  respondieron.  que  no  podia  ser,  pues  la  corresponden- 
cia  de  los  particulares  nunca  se  habia  cortado,  antes  bien  vigilado  el  Congre* 
so  en  que  se  mantubiese  con  toda  exactitiid;  de  tal  modo  que  en  su  propio 
bastimento  habian  venido  varins  letras  de  cambio  para  el  Comercio  de  Lon- 
dres.  Se  les  explicb,  pues,  que  el  modo  de  solicitar  el  cobro  de  la  casa  Buick, 
seria  el  presentarse  un  particular  con  los  conocimientos  de  su  deuda,  y  po- 
deres  necesarios,  pidiendo  ante  el  Tribunal  que  correspondiese.  el  pago  de  lo 
que  se  les  debiese;  y  que  en  este  caso  se  podria  buscar  un  apoyo  de  la  auto- 
ridad,  para  que  se  les  administrase  justicia  sin  deinora. 

El  martes  7  en  la  Conference  ordinaria  de  Embajadores  me  preguntb  el 
Sr.  Devergennes  si  me  habia  entregado  Franklin  sus  papeles:  le  respond/, 
que  auu  no,  bien  que  habibndolo  visto  la  noche  del  4  me  habia  ofrecido  lo 
haria  en  breve;  diciendo  a  S.  E.  lo  substancial  de  los  discursos  que  hablamos 
tenido,  le  parecieron  mui  propios:  quedamos  en  que  apenas  me  los  pasa- 
sen,  si  estabau  en  Ingibs.  se  encargaria  S.  E.  de  hacerios  traducir,  en 
lo  que  convine  mui  gustoso,  pues  de  todos  modos  yo  se  los  habia  de  comu- 
nicar. 

El  mibrcoles  8  por  la  noche  recibi  los  papeles  del  Dr.  Franklin,  que  <1 
mismo  me  trajo.  acompaflado  de  Lee,  y  en  la  propia  los  remiti  ai  Sr.  Conde 
Devergennes,  quien  los  recibio  en  la  martana  del  jaeves  pars  su  traduccibn; 
y  estos  «e  reducen  al  acto  de  Confederacibn,  y  a  la  Memoria  concerniente  a 
su  estado  actual,  que  van  inclusos. 

El  vierues  lOpnsb  a  Versailles;  me  dijo  S.  E.  que  se  estaba  haciendo  la 
versibn,  y  ine  dib  copia  de  la  proposicion  posterior  de  Franklin,  pidiendo  a 
la  Fraucia  que  se  les  facilitasen  buques  de  guerra  a  su  coste,  como  verb 
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V.  E.  por  la  del  n.°  1 :  y  por  la  del  n.°  2  la  respuesta  de  S.  M.  Chrislianlsima, 
ofreciindoles  otros  socorros  secretos.  Me  dijo  M.  Devergennea  que  esta  res- 
puesta  se  lea  harfa  leer  a  Franklin,  Dean,  y  Lee  por  su  primer  Commis.  M. 
Gerard,  dejindoles  tomar  una  substancta  de  ella,  para  que  nunca  resultase 
documento  demonstrable.  Que  el  Rey  habla  concedido  doa  millones  de  libras 
tornesas  con  las  quales  podrlan  liacer  el  giro  de  seis  en  las  compras  necesa- 
riaa,  mediante  las  reglas  del  Coinercio,  y  los  muchos  Negociantes  que  tomarlan 
parte  en  proveer  a  los  Americanos  de  lo  que  necesitasen.  Tambiin  me  dijo, 
que  el  Ampbitrite,  que  habfa  arribado  a  los  puertos  de  FrBncia  por  malos 
tiempos,  habiendo  padecido  en  ellos,  volverla  a  partir,  y  que  los  otros  doa 
bastimentos  suspendidos  en  el  Havre  se  harfan  igualinente  a  la  vela,  bien  que 
se  tomaban  disposiciones,  para  que  todo  se  erecutase  con  mis  disimuto  que 
hasta  aqu(. 

Proponen  los  Americanos  solamente  la  buena  amistad  y  Comercio  recf- 
proco;  pero.  si  es  suficiente  para  la  Francia,  no  serla  adaptable  a  la  Espafla, 
sin  liinitar  que  se  entienda  sblo,  y  estrecliamente  con  su  Reyno  en  Europa; 
porque  si  la  concesibn  se  extendiese  tambiin  a  sua  dominioa  de  America, 
quedarla  perdido  el  Comercio  Nacioiial.  De  esta  reflexibn  bien  es  creible, 
que  las  provincias  Unidas  Americanas  se  hiciesen  cargo,  contentindose  con 
reducir  su  correspondence,  y  trafico  a  la  Espafla  Europea,  y  si  reconviniesen 
con  solicitar  su  acceso  a  nuestras  Islas,  como  lo  tendrfan  en  las  de  Francia, 
se  les  podrla  oponer  que  las  nuestras  iigan  con  aquel  Continente,  de  cuyas 
reglas  son  tuseparr'  les,  quando  los  Franceses  nada  tienen  en  il.  y  sus  Islas 
se  consiaeran  loiaimente  unidas  a  estos  Reynos,  aunque  situadas  en  aqnellas 
partes.  Chur  •>  .ambiin  por  otros  particulares,  que  les  serian  conducentes  pa¬ 
ra  afianznr  el  buen  ixito  de  su  resistencin,  y  la  Francia  se  presta  por  los  t£r* 
minus  que  considers  posibles,  como  uno  y  otro  resulta  de  los  papeles  anexos. 

Pero  dejari  aparte  todos  estos  accidentes  auxiliares  de  las  Colonies  para 
su  indepenilencm.  y  voy  a  exponer  al  Rey  el  aspecto  presenle  de  su  Monar- 
quia,  y  el  de  sus  intereses  sucesivos. 

Quatro  Potencias  Euroiieas  domiuabau  el  Continente  de  America,  la  Espa- 
flola,  en  lo  que  posee;  la  Francia,  en  el  Canada  que  pcrdi6;  la  Inglesa.  en  lus 
Culomas  Septentrionales  que  se  le  ban  separudo,  y  el  Purlugel,  en  su  Biasil, 
que  lo  hu  duplicado  iusensibleniente  con  usurpacioncs  a  la  Espiirta. 

Mientras  durase  esta  division,  las  miras  de  la  Espafla  se  deblan  dirigir  a 
la  couservacibn  de  lo  suyu,  procurando  el  equilibrio  de  los  otros  competido- 
res,  y  aim  valiendose  iudiferentemente  de  cada  uno  de  ellos  pure  conlener  ul 
que  se  desmandase:  pero  ya  uuida  e!  system*.  ya  son  indispuiisablcs  otras 
reflexiones  politicas. 

La  Espafla,  va  a  quedar  mnno  a  mauo,  con  otra  Potencia  sola  en  lodo  lo 
que  es  Ticrra  finite  dc  la  America  SepteutrionalA  Yque  Polenctai’.  Una  esta* 
ble  y  territorial  que  ya  ha  invocado  el  uombre  patricio  de  America  con  dos 
millones  y  medio  de  habitantes  descendientes  de  iiuropeos,  que  segun  las  re¬ 
glas  que  toinjn  para  su  propagaciOn,  duplicuri  sus  vivienles  cada  25.  o  JO 
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aflos  y  en  50.  u  60.  puede  lletjar  a  ocho  u  diez  miliones  de  ellos.  mayormente 
que  de  Europa  misma  continuara  la  emigracidn  por  el  atractivo,  qne  ofrecerdn 
las  leyes  de  aquel  nuevo  dominio. 

Para  la  conservacidn  de  sus  propias  posesiones  de  America,  a  fin  de  dia- 
traherlas  del  exemplo  de  las  Colonias  inglesas  desauciadas  de  su  apoyo,  y  a 
fin  de  inipedir  a  6stas  ei  socorrerlas.  imporia  a  la  Espafla  el  asegurarse  de 
aquel  nuevo  dominio  por  medio  de  un  trutado  solemne,  y  cogi^ndolo  en  el 
momento  de  sus  urgencies  con  el  merito  de  sacarfo  de  ellas. 

Si  antes  del  levantamiento  de  las  Colonias  hubiese  sido  de  la  eleccidn  de 
la  Espafla,  el  que  sucediese  o  no;  liabria  habido.  sin  duda.  poderosas  razo- 
ties  para  dudarlo;  porque  en  fin  es  questionable  la  diferencia  de  tener  por 
veciuo  un  Estado  consistente  en  propiedad,  o  que  solo  fuesen  Provincias  de 
una  Corona  distante;  un  Estado  que  si  aumentaba  conto  Colonia  io  harfa  con 
mayor  lentitud;  y  desprendido.del  vasallaje,  y  entregado  a  su  progreso  va  a 
inultiplicar  rapidaineute  los  medios  de  auge. 

Pero  de  nada  sirven  estas  cousideraciones  para  el  dta,  ni  tampoco  es  tan 
grande  la  diferencia  del  thcatro  para  la  Espafla,  porque  liabiendo  quedado 
s6lu  la  Inglaterra  en  la  America  septentrional,  y  uniendo  sus  posibilidades 
de  Europa  con  las  que  iba  preparandu  en  America;  si  bien  se  reflexions,  tal 
vcz  se  deduciria  que  mtnos  contrarreslos  pudiera  presentar  la  Espafla  en 
aquellos  parajes  de  los  que  aora  puede  proporcionar,  si  se  resolviese  a  con- 
sumar  un  piano  reflexionado,  atando  bien  todos  los  cabos  que  ofrece  la  pre¬ 
sents  ocasiOn. 

Ya  pues,  que  no  tiene  otro  recurso.  el  evitar  la  insurreccidn,  sino  el  deseo 
de  que  la  Inglaterra  consiguiese  su  abatimiento  triunfando  completamente  de 
sus  rebeldes,  y  que  el  remedio  seria  peor  que  la  enfermedad.  pues  la  Corona 
Britflnica  quedaria  indomable,  y  para  siempre  jamas  mucho  mds  temible  que 
nunca  a  la  Espafla;  v^ase,  si  en  este  contraste  de  circunstancias  cupiera  un 
medio  uiciios  nocivo,  que  precaviese  los  dominios  de  Espafla  en  America,  y 
pusiese  de  mejor  semblante  su  consisteucia  en  Europa. 

Parece  que  aun  In  necesidad  exige  ya  el  asegurar  con  la  nueva  Potencia 
de  America  el  reconocimiento  de  las  antiguas  propias  posesiones;  el  linico 
para  una  garantia  reciproca,  y  el  formar  por  un  Tratado  solemne  las  reglas 
de  buena  correspondence  para  lo  sucesivo;  y  si  esto  se  difiriese  a  quando 
hubiese  salido  de  sus  apnetos,  ni  su  voluntad  estaria  tan  bien  dispuesta,  ni 
sus  urgencias  servirian  de  apoyo  para  socar  mejor  partido. 

Si  alguuo  ha  de  conseguirse  ventajoso,  no  ha  de  ser  por  los  medios  ocul* 
tos  de  auxilios  secretos.  e  insuficioiites.  porque  ni  sirven  de  gran  m6rito,  ni 
pouen  en  el  caso  de  atr.iher  la  otra  parte  a  una  Convencidn  seria  y  formal; 
el  tiempo  se  pasaria  en  buenas  razones,  y  nada  se  habria  asegurado  de  itn- 
portante. 

E!  eutrar  desde  luego  a  un  declnrado  apoyo  para  el  logro  de  la  indepen¬ 
dence,  quando  su  suerte  vacila  atilt.  y  esta  a  la  vista  de  los  enormes  es- 
fuerzos  que  la  Inglaterra  hard  evitarla;  seria  el  medio  de  pactar  lo  que  se 
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quisiese  con  las  Colonias.  Esta  verdad  es  innegable.  y  s6lo  resta  que  discu- 
tir  si  el  romper  con  la  Inglaterra  seria  o  no  un  desacierto;  y  si  las  conse* 
quencias  podrian  volverse  en  mal,  creyendo  adquirir  un  bien.  Para  romper, 
la  primera  consideracibn  debe  ser  la  de  caicular  la  resistencia  del  enemigo, 
y  las  fuerzas  propias  y  aliadas  que  se  le  podrian  oponer. 

La  Inglaterra  en  el  dla  estd  reducidu  a  un  terciode  sus  naturales  antiguas 
fuerzas  por  un  cilculo  innegable. 

Las  Colonias  daban  a  su  Marina  de  guerra  el  tercio  de  sus  tripulociones: 
yo  he  oldo  al  Or.  Franklin  que  ascendian  de  25.  a  30.  mil  hombres  los  marine- 
ros  americanos,  que  en  las  precedentes  guerras  Servian  en  las  Escuadras 
Britdnicas.  Desde  la  sufclevacibn  ya  no  subsiste  este  tercio,  conque  desde 
luego  lo  tiene  menos  la  Inglaterra,  y  ha  quedado  con  solos  otros  dos. 

El  tercio  diatraldo,  habiendo  tornado  las  armas,  tiene  empieado  contra  s! 
uno  de  los  remanentes  a  lo  menos;  con  que  resulta  un  solo  tercio  que  conce- 
der  a  la  Inglaterra,  en  estado  de  disponer  a  su  arbitrio. 

Se  sabe,  que  para  armar  los  45  navios,  y  niimero  de  fragatas,  que  quiere 
tener  en  estado,  no  alcanzan  las  mayures  viofencias  de  la  leva,  ni  los  buenos 
enganchamientos  que  ha  ofrecido;  a  mbs  fuerte  razbn  no  cabe,  que  alcanza- 
se  a  tripular  sesenta  navios,  y  fragatas  correspondientes  que  se  le  quisiesen 
acordar,  por  no  incurrir  en  la  reconvencibn  de  que  se  le  minoren  a  la  Ingla¬ 
terra  sus  fuerzas  estudiosamente,  por  apoyar  la  idea  sobre  un  supuesto  vo- 
luntario. 

Si  a  esta  reduccibn  se  artade  lo  demas,  que  padece  en  sus  intereses.  des- 
guarneciendo  el  Comercio  Maritimo  para  completar  su  armamento,  el  des- 
caecimiento  de  sus  artes,  y  tabricas  por  la  interrupcibn  con  Iss  Colonias;  los 
impueatos  y  gravamenes  ezigidos  para  atender  a  los  indispensables  gastos 
corrientes;  el  incremento  de  su  deuda  Nacional,  y  en  fin  el  ahogo  en  que 
cada  dla  se  sufoca  mbs  destruyendo  el  interior  y  exterior  de  sus  Reynos;  se 
habrb  de  convenir  que  real  y  phlsicamente  se  haila  la  Inglaterra  en  la  ac- 
tualidad,  al  punto  que  se  ha  supuesto. 

Las  fuerzas  propias,  y  aliadas  que  se  le  podrian  oponer,  consisten  en 
80.  navios  de  linea,  v  fragatas  a  proporcibn,  segiin  las  explicaciones  de 
las  Cortes  de  Madrid,  y  Paris,  con  que  vbase  desde  luego  la  superioridad 
considerable  que  resulfa;  siendo  constante  que  estas  fuerzas  son  efcctivas. 
y  las  que  se  conccden  a  la  Inglaterra  lienen  mucho  de  grncia  c  imaginario. 

En  este  aspecto  las  consequencias  humanamente  no  deben  volverse  en 
mal,  sino  en  bien. 

Una  de  las  grandes  precauciones  de  la  Espafta  parece,  que  seria,  la  de 
precaver  el  no  quedarse  con  dos  enemigos  naturales  en  estado  ambos  de 
turbarla;  y  lo  serlan  sin  duda  las  Colonias  de  America,  no  habiendo  asegura- 
do  desde  luego  su  buena  correspondencia;  y  la  Inglaterra  en  restablecibndo- 
ae  de  su  einpresa  de  America,  Unique  disimnuida  en  un  tercio. 

Si  la  Esparta  obtuviese  el  destruir  la  Inglaterra,  para  que  no  levantase 
mbs  la  cabeza,  conseguiria  el  tener  de  menos  uno  de  los  dos  enemigos;  y 
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taulo  liabria  gmiado  para  en  adelante.  y  sus  intereses  de  Europa,  queddndo- 
se  mano  a  mano  con  el  de  America,  si  se  revolviese. 

Pero  todo  esto  depende  de  una  misinn  operacidn,  que  seria  la  de  declarar 
la  guerra  a  la  Inglaterra  abiertamente;  ofreciendo  a  las  Colonias  el  executar- 
lo.  si  mediante  un  tratado  favorable  se  preseutasen  a  merecerlo.  Ellas  sin  duda 
lo  aceplarian,  por  abreviar  su  establecmiiento,  por  aliviarse  de  sus  trabajos, 
por  no  arriesgar  su  suerte;  y  se  obligarian  a  continuer  en  apoyo  de  sus  alia* 
dos.  Iiusta  que  por  todos  se  conviniese  en  una  paz  general. 

Esta  guerra  declarada  no  necesita  de  la  mayor  actividad,  ni  de  aventurar 
acciones;  pues  su  conducts,  como  se  dirti,  causnria  el  total  efecto  que  se  desea. 

Desde  luego  el  piano  que  ha  propuesto  la  Francia  como  precaucidn,  para 
en  caso  de  ser  insultada,  seria  quanto  se  necesita  con  leves  variaciones  en  su 
reparto,  con  la  sola  circunstancta  de  verificar  la  declarBci6n  de  la  guerra. 

Por  el  la  se  verlan  los  Ingleses  en  el  caso  de  disminuir  sus  esfuerzos  con¬ 
tra  los  Insurgentes,  y  dstos  en  el  de  resistirles,  y  aniquilarlos. 

Por  el  la  quedaria  el  Comercio  de  las  Islas  Britinicas  totalmente  destruldo, 
piles  no  podrian  continuer  el  que  les  ha  quedado;  y  dsta  seria  una  batalla  de- 
cisiva  para  batir  las  posibilidades,  sin  que  precedieseu  combates  aventurados. 

Por  ella  se  aumentarlan  los  gastos.  que  desubstancian  a  U  Inglaterra. 

Por  ella  tendrian  sus  flotas  que  cousumirse,  si  salfan  a  la  mar;  quedindo- 
se  hs  de  Esparta  y  Francia  en  sus  puertos,  aguardando  Us  ocasiones. 

Por  ella  se  dividirian  en  diferentes  objetos,  y  Esquadras,  no  pudiendo 
ser  tan  numerosas  las  que  proveyesen  GO.  navtos,  cubriendo  varios  des- 
tinos.  como  las  que  podrian  componer  80.  con  la  eleccidn  de  ir  a  caer  en 
mayor  tuerza  sobre  aquellas,  dirigi^ndose  a  las  que  parecieaen  mis  etacables. 

Por  ella  el  Corso  de  Esparta,  Francia  y  Americanos  seria  superior  con 
extremo,  al  que  pudiesen  dar  de  si  las  islas  Britdnicas,  con  la  sums  ventaja 
de  sus  posiciones  para  salir,  y  refugiarse  los  armadores. 

Por  ella  se  habia  de  encender  en  la  misma  Inglaterra  una  disensirtn  civil, 
que  enervase  sus  esfuerzos,  y  que  obligase  su  Ministerio  a  rescatar  su  total 
ruina  con  el  sacrificio  de  algunas  perdidas  aunque  le  fuesen  sensibles. 

Por  ella  se  veria  comprometida  la  inglaterra  en  el  momento  de  peor  dis- 
posicidu,  que  haya  temdo  desde  que  se  abrogd  el  predominio  Marftimo;  pues 
la  sufrirfa  pasivainente  con  menos  fuerzas  y  con  enemigos  que  nunca  encon- 
tr6  en  mejor  estado. 

La  Esparta  no  puede  olvidar  un  Gibraltar,  un  Mah6n,  y  su  plrdida  serfs- 
para  la  Inglaterra  uno  de  los  mayores  golpes;  y  un  sacrificio  inexcusable  por 
el  derccho  con  que  se  les  pediria,  y,  porque  el  restituir  una  usurpacidn,  lot 
solvaria  de  su  mayor  ruina.  La  Francia  tomarfa  igual  parte  que  la  Esparta 
en  procurar  este  desmembramiento  de  la  Inglaterra;  y  tanto  quanto  resiste 
otras  ideas  de  la  Esparta  sobre  Portugal,  seria  su  parcial  respecto  al  reinte- 
gro  de  dichos  puntos. 

La  Francia  no  puede  menos  de  conocer  que  tanto  le  conviene  ahora  rom¬ 
per  con  los  Ingleses,  como  a  la  Esparta;  porque  la  Corona  Britinica  es  su 
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mayor  enemigo  natural;  porque  si  no  lo  abate,  lo  tendrd  encima  siempre  que 
«u  Comercio  florezca,  o  quiera  restablecer  su  Marina;  y  siempre  que  por  las 
indispensables  circunstancias  de  la  Francia  se  halle  empeftada  con  otras  Po- 
tencias  del  Continente;  aprovechando  entonces  la  Inglaterra  de  la  ocasi6n 
para  atropellarla.  La  afrentosa  sugecidn  de  Dunkerque  tampoco  se  redime 
smo  en  ocasidn  semejante;  de  modo  que  la  Francia  debiera  en  todo  tiempo 
temer  a  fa  Inglaterra,  si  no  rematase  aora  el  cortarle  las  alas  para  siempre. 

El  tratado  propuesto  por  los  Americanos,  que  esta  Corte  remitid  por  su 
Correo  ultimamente,  estd  concebido  con  mucha  arte,  y  tiene  sus  observacio- 
nes  que  hacer. 

Proponen  amistad,  y  Comercio,  como  si  fuesen  ya  una  Potencia  consoli- 
dada.  Al  artfculo  7  sdlo  ofrecen  a  la  Francia  en  caso<Je  guerra  con  la  Ingla¬ 
terra,  el  no  asistir  a  dsta  de  hombres,  dinero,  navios,  etc.,  y  al  8  exigen  la 
renuncia  de  quantas  posesiones  pudiese  pretender  por  sus  derechos  antiguos, 
segun  se  expresan  en  dl.  conviniendo  en  la  pesca  deTerranova. 

En  este  mismo  mezclan  a  la  Florida,  que  sdlo  puede  tocar  a  la  Espafia:  y 
esta  firmado  su  original  por  Hankoc,  el  Presidente  del  Congreso.  de  modo 
que  sus  emisarios  no  han  hecho  mds  que  comunicar  el  traslado  de  su  original. 

Observant  V.  E.  que  no  remito  la  separada  proposicidn  para  Espaitn, 
bien  que  me  la  ofrecid  Franklin;  pero  no  me  la  ha  traldo  aiin,  y  en  su  vista 
del  8,  quando  entregd  los  otros  papeles,  me  indicd  si  podrfa  dispensarlo, 
respecto  a  tener  ya  un  tanto  por  esta  Corte,  y  hailarse  etlos  agobiados  sin 
personas  de  quien  fiarse,  y  Mr.  Dean  con  tercianas.lcomo  en  efecto  las  tiene, 
pues  por  un  conocido  suyo  le  embid  de  la  buena  quina  con  que  me  hallo. 

Estoy  instruido  por  conducto.  que  me  parece  confidente  de  ellos.  de 
quien  no  se  guardan  escrupulosamente,  de  que  no  quiso  el  Congreso  entrar 
pidiendo  con  humillacidn.  ni  manifestar  extremes  necesidades,  por  no  recibir 
una  ley  dura,  que  temiO  se  les  impondria,  y  se  ve  que  en  la  MemoriB  ultima, 
pidiendo  navios,  tambidn  ofrecen  su  satisfaccidn,  y  nada  quieren  de  valde. 

Los  actos  de  unidn  manifiestan  bien  las  miras  con  que  se  han  resuelto  a 
formar  un  Estado  libre,  y  que  su  objeto  es  radicario  para  florecer  en  culti- 
vos,  artes,  y  Comercio;  que  su  systema  es  pacifico,  y  consiguiente  al  modo 
de  pensar  de  sus  autores,  que  los  mas  son  Quakers  de  religidn.  Esta  obser- 
vacidn  es  importante  para  deducir  que  cualquiera  medio  que  les  abrevie  su 
tranquilidad,  y  el  poner  mano  a  la  obra  de  su  systema,  serd  bien  recibido  de 
las  Colonies,  y  por  tl  se  prestardn  a  quanto  les  sea  arbitrable. 

De  aquf  nace  tan;i,idn,  que  la  Esparta  deberia  fijar  sus  limites,  para  evitar 
cuestiones  en  lo  sucesivo;  y  porque  no  los  tenia  arreglados  con  los  Ingleses. 
tierra  adentro,  y  a  la  espalda  de  las  Colonias,  si  no  se  precaviese  esto,  con 
lo  que  ellas  irdn  aumentando  de  poblacidn,  y  extondidndose  a  voluntad,  se 
podrdn  intemar  hacia  nuestras  posesiones  por  la  espalda  dc  la  Luisiana. 

Hay  que  tener  presente  que  el  rio  San  Lorenzo  por  el  Canadd  sube  hasta 
el  lago  Ontario,  y  dste  comunica  con  el  Ingo  Erie  o  Oswego.  Que  cerca  de 
dste  nace  el  rloOhio  que  cae  en  el  Mississtpi  y  por  el  baja  a  la  Nueva  Orleans. 
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Que  el  lago  Erie  comunica  con  el  lago  Huron,  y  dste  con  loa  otros  l|a- 
mados  Supenor  y  Michigan;  mds  alld  de  los  quales  viene  corriendo  el  Mis- 
sissipi. 

No  entro  en  delerminar  quales  llmites  convendrfan,  pues  me  reduzco  a 
exponer  que  unos  u  otros  son  importantes;  que  la  constitucidn  de  aquel  pals, 
tan  cruzado  de  rfos  y  lagos,  serd  mui  apreciable  a  un  pueblo  que  aumentard 
a  pdrdida  de  vista  por  la  libertad  y  buen  tratnmiento  de  sus  leyes,  como  por 
el  cultivo,  artes  y  Comercio  en  que  fundard  su  felicidad;  y  deducire  que  el 
conseguir  de  dichas  Provincias  Unidas  un  Tratado  favorable,  dependerd  de 
sacarlas  a  cara  descubierta  de  su  aprieto,  y  valcrse  de  esta  ocasidn,  para 
convenir  con  ellas. 

Por  el  rompimiento  con  inglaterra  en  el  Tratado  formal  con  las  Colonias, 
a  mds  de  lo  dicho,  se  co^seguirla  la  reintegracidn  de  la  Florida,  cuya  adqui- 
sicidn  hizo  Inglaterra  en  la  ultima  paz,  ya  por  el  derecho  que  la  Espafla  tiene 
a  ella  para  en  todo  tiempo,  y  no  la  disputarian  aora  las  Colonias,  pero  si 
despuds,  como  conquista  sobre  un  otro,  ya  porque  dicha  Provincia  aiin  no 
forme  una  de  las  de  confederaciones,  ya  porque  es  importantfsimo  que  aquel 
nuevo  dominio  no  cargue  con  aquella  posicidn,  que  es  la  que  forma  precisa- 
mente  el  Canal  de  Bahama,  y  llega  hasta  el  rio  Mississipi  y  a  las  puertas  de 
la  Nueva-Orleans,  con  el  cdlebre  puerto  de  Panzacola  en  lo  interior  del 
Seno  Mexicano.  Ciertamente  la  Espafla  no  necesita  de  extensiones,  pues  las 
que  tiene  la  gravan  mds  que  la  utilizan;  pero  en  el  caso  presente  seria  noci- 
vo  el  perder  la  ocasidn  de  volver  a  si  el  uso  del  Canal  de  Bahama  por  ambas 
costas,  y  el  dejar  introducir  en  el  Seno  Mexicano  aquella  Potencia  estable. 

Tambidn  pudiera  la  Espafla  sacar  partido  en  la  pesca  de  Terreneuve,  y 
asegurar  algun  pedazo  de  su  costa  para  su  peculiar  uso. 

Si  la  Francia  quisiese  volver  a  la  posesidn  del  Canadd,  lo  conseguiria 
actualmente  sin  replica  de  las  Colonies,  por  el  mero  hecho  de  su  alianza  y 
rompimiento  con  Inglaterra,  y  fuera  lo  que  conviniera  a  la  Espafla,  por  que 
las  Colonias  Unidas  de  America  quedarlan  sugetas  por  los  dos  lados:  y  habrfa 
un  contrarresto  reciproco  entre  Espafla  y  Francia,  siempre  que  ellas  se  des- 
mandasen;  a  mds  que  en  tal  caso  de  reponerse  la  Francia  en  sus  antiguos 
dominios,  seria  tambidn  mds  natural  y  sdlida  la  garantia  mutua  de  las  dos 
Poietieias  con  Id  nueva. 

Esta  idea  bien  la  ha  tenido  la  Francia,  y  aun  la  de  former  del  mismo  Ca¬ 
nadd  otra  Republics,  segiin  participd  a  V.  E.  en  mi  niimero  853.  de  10.  de 
Octubre.  Si  aora  se  distrahe  de  ella,  serd  por  la  nueva  que  ha  formado  de 
que  su  Comercio  sin  otras  atendencias  es  la  mayor  ventaja  que  le  puede 
resultar  de  la  separacidn  de  las  Colonias;  pero  sea  como  fuere,  la  Florida 
siempre  convendrla  rescatarla. 

De  una  cosa  se  habian  de  pcrsuadir  la  Espafla  y  Francia,  y  es  de  que  los 
Ingleses  no  volverdn  a  sus  Islas  vencedores  o  batidos  de  los  Americanos, 
sin  aprovechar  sobre  su  camino  de  las  fuerzas  y  armamentos  que  tienen  so¬ 
bre  aquellos  mares.  He  dicho  sobre  elio  a  V.  E.  repetidas  veces  en  mis 
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anteriores  los  recelos  casi  evidentes  con  que  debemos  aguardarlo,  y  asi  es- 
cuso  su  repeticidn. 

En  America,  los  motivos  expresados  para  con  las  Colonias;  en  Europa 
un  Gibraltar  y  Mahbn;  unos  tratados  de  Comercio  existentes  gravosos  al  de 
la  Espaila,  y  la  utilidad  que  habria  en  fomiarlos  de  nuevo  con  otra  equidad; 
un  reducir  la  Inglaterra,  quando  est£  mas  ahogada  que  nunca,  a  que  jamas 
levantase  cabeza;  un  buen  estado  de  Marina  en  que  se  hallan  las  dos  Coro¬ 
nas  Bourbonas;  un  mdtodo  de  rompimiento,  que  sm  acciones  aventuradas, 
darfan  el  fruto  deseable  de  la  guerra  con  la  Corona  Britanica  en  esta  oca- 
si6n,  son  las  razones  con  que  resumo  el  eiponer  a  S.  M.  que  este  punto  me- 
receria  su  alta  refiexidn,  y  oir  con  un  maduro^examen  el  sentir  de  sus  sabios 
Ministros,  para  la  mds  acrisolada  resolucidn. 

De  la  Memdria  de  la  Francia  dird  tambidn,  que  juzgo,  que  aunque  inde- 
cisa,  quisiera  ella  misma  que  el  Rey  Cathdlico  la  impeliese,  y  puedo  opinar 
asi  segun  he  percibido  en  parte  del  Ministerio  que  lo  desea.  Creo  firmeinen- 
te  que  como  no  se  trata  de  Portugal,  que  ha  sido  siempre  la  piedra  de  toque 
y  sdlo  de  la  Inglaterra,  cuyo  abatimiento  importa  tanto  a  la  Francia,  proce- 
derd  dsta  con  vigor  y  buena  fe  en  dedardndose:  y  creo  que  todo  pende  de 
la  resolucidn  del  Rey  N.  S..  y  de  los  tdrminos  con  que  se  dirigiese  esta  obra. 

Dios  guarde  a  V.  E.  ms.  as.  =  Paris  13  de  Enero  de  1777.  =  Excmo.  Se- 
dor.  B.  L.  M.  de  V.  E.*  su  seg.°  servidor.  Et  Conde  de  Aranda.  =  Excmo.  Se- 
ilor  Marquds  de  Grimaldi. 

lA.  H.  N.,  Eitado.  leg.  3880 
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APPENDIX  3 


Dictamen  de  Grimaldi.  —  |.°  Febrero  1777.  (Original) 

El  Pardo  l.°  de  Febrero  de  1777. 

Dictamen  sobre  las  proposiciones  del  Doctor  Franklin  y  otros  Dlputados  de 
las  Colomas,  con  atencldn  a  lo  que  representa  el  embajador  Conde 
de  Aranda  sobre  este  importante  asun/o,  manifestando  su  oplnidn  para 
pue  sin  ptrdida  de  Tiempo  se  proceda  a  formalltar  an  Tratado  con 
los  Colonos,  para  con  eslo  auxiliaries  despuis  aolertamente  y  con  vigor, 
a  fin  de  qne  se  pucdan  mantener  y  lograr  la  independencla  de  la  In- 
glaterra,  queddndose  estado  libre  y  Republlcano. 

La  determinacibn  que  tomaron  las  dos  Cortes  en  este  punto,  si  fuese 
conforme  a  la  demanda  y  solicitud  de  los  Diputados  de  las  Colonias.  y  a  lo 
que  opina  cl  Conde  de  Aranda;  No  hay  duda  que  seria  lo  mismo  que  una 
Guerra  dcsdo  luego  con  la  englaterra. 

Pero  haviAndose  tratado  entre  los  dos  ministerios  de  madrii  y  Versailles, 
el  punto  de  si  convenia  anticipamos,  a  la  Guerra,  o  esperar  mas  adelante 
a  ver  el  semblante  de  las  cosas,  no  obstante  el  fundado  rezeio,  de  que  la 
eaglaterra  nos  la  declare  quando  la  convenga;  y  haviendo  quedado  por  parte 
de  la  Espafta  pendiente  su  Dictamen,  de  las  noticias  y  aberiguaciones  de  las 
posibilidades  de  la  Franc/a  para  poder  sostener  por  algunos  aftos  una  Gue¬ 
rra  con  englaterra.  lo  que  se  recomendb  tambiAn  al  citado  embajador  del 
Rey  de  procurer  las  noticias  mAs  veridicas.  como  asimismo  las  disposici> 
nes  de  los  Animos  del  CrisUo/its/mo  y  de  los  individuos  que  componen  su  con- 
sejo,  y  esto  en  Carta  de  (1)  cuia  respuesta  y  aberiguacibn  no  ha  venido; 
Pareze  que  faltando  unos  conozimientos  tan  necesarios  y  importantes  para 
el  azierto  de  la  resoiuciOn  del  Rey;  esta  sola  circunstancia  bastana  para  de- 
cidir  que  no  conviene  por  ahora  entrar  descubiertamente  en  las  proposicio¬ 
nes  de  los  Dipu/ados  de  las  Colonias,  ni  adopter  el  dictamen  del  Conde  de 
Aranda. 

Pero  no  obstante  se  juzga  conveniente  examinar  las  citadas  proposicio¬ 
nes  de  los  Dipurac/os,  aun  independientemente  de  la  consideracion  Capital 
expuesta. 

Segiin  las  ultimas  noticias  se  sabe  que  los  Insurgentes  se  defienden  mal. 
que  no  resisten  en  nmguna  parte  a  las  Tropas  del  exArc/to  Ingles;  Que  han 
abandonado  puestos  importantes  bien  fortificados  con  cantidad  de  viveres  y 
municiones  de  Guerra;  que  las  Armas  Britunicas  han  recuperado  provincius 
enteras,  las  que  han  prestado  ia  la  obcdicncia;  que  este  desmembrumiento 
del  Cuerpo  Unido  de  Ins  Colonias,  deve  por  necesidad  disminuir  su  numero 
de  defensores,  y  los  medios  para  mantener  y  continuar  la  Guerra;  y  lo  peor 
de  todo;  que  con  estos  malos  sucesos  se  han  abatido  los  Animos  y  que  se 
introduzia  la  divisibn  divisibn  [sic],  y  la  desconfianza,  aun  entre  los  print i- 
pales  Promotores  de  la  Sublevacibn. 

Con  estos  antecedentes,  quA  seguridad  havria  con  un  Cuerpo  vacilante. 
que  aun  sin  estas  ultimas  circunstancias  no  se  podia  como  bicn  consistente. 
para  tratar  con  Al;  empertarnos  descubiertamente,  y  de  cuio  paso  resiiltaria 
sin  la  menor  duda,  un  suceso  tan  grave  como  la  Guerra  desde  luego  con  la 
cnglaterra.  punto  que  no  han  decidido  aiin  los  dos  soberunos. 

Pero  dado  que  se  pudiera  contar  sobre  la  union  y  cnnsistencia  des'a 
r.ueva  Nacibn;  No  ha\ria  fundados  motivos  para  creer,  que  siendo  su  ob|t-to 
presente  y  unico,  el  lograr  la  Independencia,  si  esta  viniese  conzedida  por 
la  englaterra\  No  se  prestarian  las  Colomas  L’nidas,  con  preferencia  a  cunl- 
quier  acomodo  que  la  propusiesc  la  eaglaterra.  mas  que  a  cumplir  lo  q.’e 
huviesen  contratado  '■on  nosotros?;  y  desconsoladns  por  la  Guerra,  sin  me¬ 
dios,  y  sin  cstar  bien  araigada  aiiu  su  constitucibn  de  Govierno,  de  qud  L':i- 
lidad  podrian  sernos  estas  Provincias  unidas,  aunque  no  se  vinculasen  con 
la  eng laterra?.  Se  ve  en  sus  proposiciones,  las  que  bien  mamfitsiun  su  dc- 

Mi  Bi«ncn  en  ei  d' cutnemo. 
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signio  de  enganchamos  a  la  Guerra,  que  ellos  mismos  no  se  juzgan  en  esta- 
do  de  podemos  auxiliar,  pues  sdlo  ofrezen  la  neutralidad. 

No  es  del  caso  examinar  las  pocas  ventajas  para  las  dos  Coronas  que 
presentan  las  dichas  proposiciones^de  los  Colonos  hasta  eidulr  la  recupe- 
racidn  de  lo  que  dstas  hnn  perdido  en  la  ultima  Guerra,  pues  no  se  duda,  que 
si  las  poderosas  razones  expuestas  ariva,  no  disuadiesen  absolutamente  de 
pensar  en  formar  tratado  con  las  Colonias  unidas;  Bien  se  prestartan  dstas 
a  cualquiera  condicidn  o  cessidn  que  desseasen  los  dos  Soberanos,  a  true* 
que  de  empeflarlos  en  la  Guerra,  en  la  cual  se  puede  temer  que  fundan 
ahora  sus  solas  esperanzas.  despuds  de  los  malos  sucesos  que  ban  sufrido 
para  salir  de  algun  modo  del  empefto  en  que  se  hallan. 

No  parece,  pues,  que  convenga  tomar  otro  partido  con  las  Colonias  ac- 
tualmente  que  el  que  se  ha  adoptado  por  la  Francia;  esto  es,  de  entretenerla 
en  la  esperanza  que  cabe  se  decidan  las  dos  Cortes  a  la  guerra  con  engta- 
lerru,  o  que  el  acaso  la  induzca,  y  socorrerlas  bajo  mano  y  con  sigilo  de  lo 
que  necessitan  para  continuar  a  defenderse.  (1) 

Quando  no  bastasen  las  razones  expuestas  para  persuadir  que  serla  im* 
prudente  e  inoportuno  el  formar  tratado  con  las  Colonias  en  el  momento 
presente,  afladiria  peso  para  esta  determinacidn  del  Rey  el  saber  que  el  Mi- 
nisterio  de  la  Francia  piensa  del  mismo  modo,  segtin  lo  ha  comunicado  su 
Embajador,  refiridndonos  todas  las  reflexiones  de  su  Corte  sobre  estepunto, 
con  las  cuales  prueva  que  de  ningun  modo  se  deve  tratar  a  cara  descubierta 
con  las  Colonias. 


(A.  H.  N..  Estsdo,  leg.  3884) 
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appendix 


Credencial  de  Franklin.  —  2  Enero  1777. 


The  Delegates  of 
Bay,  Rhode  Island, 


The  United  States 
Connecticut,  New 


of  New-Hanipshirc,  Massachusets- 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania, 


Delaware.  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Geor¬ 
gia.  To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents  send  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connection,  between  the  subjects  of 
his  Most  Catholic  Majesty  the  Xing  of  Spain,  and  the  people  of  these  States, 
well  be  beneficial  to  both  Nations.  Know  ye  therefore,  that  We  confiding  in 
the  Prudence  and  integrity  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  Delegates  in 
Congress  from  the  state  of  Pensylvania  and  a  Commissioner  from  these  Uni¬ 
ted  States  to  the  Court  of  France  have  appointed  and  deputed,  and  by  these 
Presents  do  appoint  and  depute,  him,  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  full  power 
to  communicate,  treat  and  conclude  with  This  most  Catholic  Majesty  the 
King  of  Spain,  or  with  such  Person  or  Persona,  as  shall  be  by  him  for  that 
purpose  authoriced.  of  and  upon,  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  and  a  firm 
inviolable  and  universal  Peace,  for  the  Defence.  Protecuon  and  Safety  of 
th-  Navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  Subjects  of  this  most  Catholic 
Majesty  and  the  People  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  enter  into,  end  agree 
upon  a  Treaty  with  hismost  Catholic  Majesty  or  such  Person  or  Persons  as 
shall  be  by  him  authorized  for  that  purpose,  for  assistance  in  Carrying  on  he 
pre-ent  War  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  to  do  all  other 
things  which  may  conduce  to  those  desireable  ends,  and  prom.s.ng  in  good 
Faith,  to  ratify  whatsoever  our  said  Commissioner  shall  transact  m  ‘he  Fre- 
mives  Provided  always  that  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin  shall  continue  to  be 
possessed  of  all  the  Powers,  heretofore  givem  him  as  a  Commissioner  at  the 
Court  of  France  from  these  States  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  in  and  be  Pre¬ 


sent  at  the  said  Court.  , 

Done  in  Congress  at  Baltimore  the  second  day  of  January  in  the  year  ot 

our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 


In  testimony  wereof  the  President  by  order  of  the  said  Congress  hath 
hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  affixed  his  seal.=Siged,  Jonh  Hancock 
Preaident.=Attest  Char/es  Thomson,  Secretary. 


(A.  H.  N„  Estedo,  leg.  3884) 
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APPENDIX  5 


Carla  de  Franklin  a  Aranda.  —  7  Abril  1777.  (Original)  (I) 

Passy  April  7.  1777. 

Sir. 

I  left  in  your  Excellency's  Hands,  to  be  communicated,  if  you  please,  to 
your  Court,  a  Duplicate  of  the  Commission  from  the  Congress,  appointing 
me  to  go  to  Spain  as  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  But  as  l  understand  that 
the  Receiving  such  a  Minister  is  not  at  present  tought  convenient,  and  I  am 
sure  the  Congress  would  have  nothing  done  that  might  incommode  in  the 
least  a  Court  they  so  much  respect,  1  shall  therefore  postpone  that  journey, 
till  circunstances  may  make  it  more  suitable.  And  in  the  mean  time,  1  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  his  Catholic  Majesty,  through  the  Hands  of  your  Exce¬ 
llency,  the  Propositions  contoind  in  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  dated  Dec. 
30  1776,  videlicet: 

«His  Excellency  the  Comte  d’Aranda.  That  if  his  Catholic  Majesty  will 
•join  with  the  United  States  in  a  War  against  Great  Britain,  they  will  assist 

»in  reduing  to  the  Possession  of  Spain  the  Town  et  Harbour  of  Pensacola, 
»provided  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the  free  Naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Missisipi,  and  the  Use  of  the  Harbour  of  Pensacola;  and  they 
»will  (provided  is  shall  be  truth  that  the  King  of  Portugal  has  insultingly 
*cipilled  the  Vessels  of  these  States  from  his  Ports  or  has  confiscated  any 
rsuch  Vessels)  declare  War  against  the  suid  King,  if  that  Measure  shall  be 
»agrenblc  to  and  supported  by  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Frnnce.o 

It  is  understood  that  the  tightest  Union  subsists  between  those  two  Courts; 
and  in  case  they  should  think  fit  to  attempt  the  Conquest  of  the  English  Sugar 
Islands,  the  Congress  have  farther  propos’d  to  furnisk  Provisions  to  the 
amound  of  two  Millions  of  Dollars,  and  to  join  their  Fleet  with  6  Fregates 
of  not  less  than  24  Guns  each,  manned  and  fitted  for  Service;  and  to  render 
any  other  assistance  which  may  be  in  their  Power,  ns  becomes  good  Allies, 
without  desiring  for  themselves  the  Possesion  of  any  of  the  suid  Islands. 

These  Propositions  are  subject  to  Discussion  and  to  receive  such  Modifi¬ 
cations  as  may  be  found  proper. 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant,  B.  Franklin. 

(A.  H.  N„  Estadc,  Ifg. 
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APPENDIX  6 


Credenclat  de  Arthur  Lee.  -  5  Junlo  1777.  (Copit) 


The  Delegates  of  The  United  States  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusets* 
Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pensylvanio, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Geor¬ 
gia.  To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents  send  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connection,  between  the  subjects  of 
his  Most  Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  people  of  these  States, 
well  be  beneficial  to  both  Nations.  Know  ye  therefore,  that  We  confiding  m 
the  Prudence  and  Integrity  of  Arthur  Lee  Esqn/re  of  Virginia  have  appoin¬ 
ted  and  deputed,  and  by  these  Presents  do  appoint  and  depute,  him  the  said 
Arthur  Lee,  full  power  fo  communicate,  treat  and  conclude  with  This  most 
Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  or  with  such  Person  or  Persons,  as 
shall  be  by  him  for  that  purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon,  a  true  and  sincere 
friendship  and  a  firm  inviolable  and  universal  Peace,  for  the  Defence.  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Safety  of  the'Navigation  and  mutual  commerce  ot  the  Subjects 
of  this  most  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  People  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
to  enter  into,  and  agree  upon  a  Treaty  with  his  most  Catholic  Majesty  or 
such  Person  or  Persons  as^shali  be  by  him  authorized  for  that  purpose,  for 
assistance  in  Carrying  on  the  present  War  between  Great  Britain  and  the- 
United  Stutes,  and  to  do  all  other  thing  {which  may  conduce  to  those  desi- 
reable  ends,  andl  promising  in  good  Faith,  to  ratify  whatsoever  our  said 
Commissioner  shall  transact  in  the  Premises.  Provided  always  that  the  said 
Arthur  Lee  Esquire  shall  continue  to  be  possessed  of  all  the  Powers,  here¬ 
tofore  giveitt  him  as  a  Commissioner  at  the  Cour  of  France  from  these  Sta¬ 
tes  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  in  and  be  Present  at  the  said  Court. 

Done  in  Congress  at  Philadelphi  the  fifth  day  of  Jure  in  te  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 

In  testimony  wereof  the  President  by  order  of  the  said  Congress  hath 
hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  affixed  his  seal.=Signed,  Jonh  Hancock 
PJesident.=Attest  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


(A.  H.  N.,  Eatado,  leg.  3884) 
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APPENDIX  7 


Memorial  de  Lee  a  la  Corte  espaiiola.-4  Marzo  1777.  (Original* 

No  parece  qne  el  actual  estailo  de  la  contienda  entre  la  Gran  Bretafla  y 

la  America  se  ha  entendido  tan  perfectamente.  que  no  sea  necesaria  una 

dara  representacidn  de  61. 

La  America  se  declare  ya  por  Estado  independiente,  y  en  dos  campaftas 
consecutivas  ha  repelido  los  esfuerzos  de  la  Gran  Bretafla  para  reducirla. 
Sin  que  en  esta  resistencia  haya  sido  hasta  aora  asistida;  de  modo  que  $u 
infancia  y  desprevenida  situacidn  se  han  compensado  por  su  ardor,  su  indig- 
nacidn  y  entluisiasmo. 

Pero  la  Gran  Bretafla'duplica  aora  sus  esfuerzos,  y  estd  resuelta  a  que 
la  inmediata  campafla  decida  el  hado  de  la  America.  En  estas  circunstancias 
llega  la  America  a  ofrecer  la  amistad  y  su  comercio  (del  que  ha  privado  a  la 
Gran  Bretafla)  a  Espafla  y  Francia.  El  valor  de  esta  oferta  debe  reputarse 
doblodo.  por  quanto  sc  le  priva  de  el  a  aquel  rival  y  insolente  enemigo  que 
le  Inibiera  de  tener.  Por  lo  que  se  debe  suponer  que  este  es  un  objeto  de  la 
priinera  magmtud.  y  digno  (en  el  grado  mas  alto)  de  la  atencidn  de  ambas 
Cortes.  Se  debe  asimismo  creer  que  Espafla  y  Francia  no  desean  que  la 
Gran  Bretafla  prevalezca  en  la  actual  contienda,  ni  el  que  consiga  ganar  a 
la  America  por  conquista  o  reconciiiacidn,  en  cuio  concepto  se  sigue  que  la 
iinica  cuestion  del  dia  es  la  siguiente. 

Si  es  politica  mas  sabia  el  que  los  dos  Soberanos  acepten  la  propuesta 
alianza,  dedaranduse  ynmediatamente,  o  csperen  el  evento  de  la  campsite 
siguiente. 

Para  juzgarla,  es  necesario  considerar  cual  podria  ser  aquel.  Como  la 
Gran  Bretafla  esta  resuelta  a  hacer  su  mayor  csfuerzo.  debemos  creer  que 
el  evento  mds  probable  serd  o  la  reduccidn  de  America,  o  un  acomodo  fun- 
dado  sobre  un  mutuo  convencimiento  de  sus  fuerzas  reciprocas,  porque 
vidndose  la  America  desesperada  por  la  falta  de  una  buena  asistencia  desde 
Europa,  apresuraria  su  acomodo.  Es  constante  que  la  neutralidad  de  Espafla 
y  Francia  dexa  a  la  Gran  Bretafla  el  campo  abierto  para  obrar  con  toda  su 
fuerza,  y  para  que  rcsulten  dichos  eventos;  qualquiera  de  los  cuales  serdn 
en  gran  mancra  perjudiciales  a  ambas  naciones  y  ventaxosos  a  su  enemigo. 

Si  la  Gran  Bretafla  conquistase  la  America,  serd  en  su  mano  un  poderoso 
ynstrumento,  para  menearlo  a  su  voluntad  contra  dichas  naciones:  y  que  dste 
no  quedara  sin  exercicio  por  mucho  tiempo  nadie  lo  debe  dudar,  si  conoce 
que  la  corte  de  la  Gran  Bretafla  se  halla  bien  ynformada  de  que  a  lo  menos 
se  ha  mirado  con  olguna  proteccidn  a  aquello,  que  la  llama  o  tituia  la  mdf 
pelieTosa  rebelidn,  asi  como  no  ignora  el  que  la  cabeza  de  aquella  Corte  es 
de  un  temperamento  que  jamas  lo  olvida  ni  perdona.  Si  se  verificase  la 
reunion  por  acomodo,  se  pcrderdn  las  mismas  ventaxas  y  se  deben  temer  las 
mismas  consequencias,  por  cuia  razdn  no  puede  el  fin  de  la  campafla  con 
toda  probabilidad  prometer  momento  tan  favorable  para  la  efectiva  ynterpo- 
sicion  de  espafla  y  Francia  que  el  actual,  y  tdda  humane  congetura  la  haria 
infructuosa. 

A  la  verdad.  qud  tiempo  podra  proporcionarse  mds  favorable  que  el  pre¬ 
sente,  en  que  la  Gran  Bretafla  se  ve  tan  sumamente  oprimida  por  las  que  al- 
guna  vez  fueron  sus  Colonias,  que  la  ballanza  entre  ambas  se  mira  dudosa. 
ni  tampoco  debe  dudarse  que  el  aditamento  de  Espafla  o  Francia,  y  mucho 
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menos  de  ambas,  haria  que  la  America  preponderase  y  se  separaae  de  la  In- 
glaterra  para  siempre;  conqud  podrd  haber  objeto  mds  precioso  que  privarla 
de  esta  grande  y  crecedera  ^fuente  de  su  mercantil  riqueza,  su  marina  y  aus 
Dominios.  La  corte  Britdnica  esta  tan  persuadida  de  que  la  pdrdida  de  la 
America  seria  un  efecto  ynevitable  de  una  guerra  Europea.  que  a  nada  feme 
mds,  de  modo  que  no  hay  hombre  en  aquella  nacidn  que  no  lo  conosca.  y  es 
por  esto  que  el  Rey  se  ve  precisado  en  todas  sus  Arengas  a  asegurar  al 
Parlamento  la  tranquilidad  de  Europe,  para  de  esta  suerte  animarlos  a  mante- 
ner  su  guerra  con  la  America,  por  esto  mismo  ha  trabajado  tanto  para  impe- 
dir  el  rompimiento  entre  Espafla  y  Portugal,  haviendo  por  ultimo  renunciado 
a  dste.  Ddbese  suponer  fixamente  que  la  Gran  Bretafla  tolerard  qualquier 
cosa  hasta  el  punto  de  un  cruel  y  abierto  acto  de  hostilidad,  por  no  empe- 
ilarse  en  una  guerra  con  Estado  alguno  de  Europe,  mientras  dure  su  conten¬ 
ds  con  la  Amdrica.  Durante  la  ultima  guerra  proveid  la  America  de  doce  mil 
marineros  y  veinte  mil  hombres  de  tropa,  de  los  quales  se  ve  oy  privada  la 
Gran  Bretafla,  y  son  oy  dstos  triplicados  enemigos  contra  ella.  El  comercio 
de  la  America  (segun  lo  declard  el  Sr.  Pitt  que  fud  quien  conduxo  la  ultima 
guerra)  fud  el  que  la  hizo  triunfar  en  ella,  y  el  todo  de  aquel  comercio  se 
mira  oy  contra  la  Gran  Bretafla.  En  Amdrica  se  proveian  para  todas  las  ex- 
pediciones  contra  las  islas  de  Espafla  y  Francis,  y  desde  ella  podria  aora 
ynvadirse  felizmente  sus  propias  islas,  y,  en  una  palabra  podria  batirse  a  la 
Gran  Bretafla  con  todas  aquellas  ventaxas  que  en  la  ultima  guerra  la  llena- 
ron  de  felicidades,  porque  <<qud  pudiera  acontecer  que  la  libertase  de  expe- 
rimentar  el  amargo  rebds  de  su  fortune?.  'Qud  politica  puede  impedir  a  los 
dos  Soberanos,  cuya  prosperidad  es  yncompatible  con  el  poder  de  aquella. 
para  malograr  una  oportunidad  como  esta  de  humillarla,  quando,  si  se  pierde. 
puede  no  bolverla  a  tener  jamds?.  Si  la  Gran  Bretafla  consigue  por  otra  vez 
reesforzarse  con  la  Amdrica,  bien  sea  por  conquista  o  acomodo,  serd  en  vano 
amenazarla  con  lo  guerra,  porque  como  a  la  Amdrica  hasta  aora  s6lo  se  la 
ha  contemplado  como  a  Hdrcules  en  la  cuna,  la  Gran  Bretafla.  unida  de 
nuevo  con  un  poder  tan  crecedero.  reinard  sobre  su  aborrecido,  y  serd  el 
irresistible  drbitro  de  Europe.  Este,  pues,  es  el  momento  en  que  el  poder 
de  Espafla  y  Francia  podrd  cortar  las  alas  de  su  buelo  para  siempre. 
Uno  de  los  cuerpos  nds  respetables  de  Inglaterra,  dixo  a  su  Soberano 
con  gran  propiedad  y  espiritu  hace  cosa  de  dos  aflos:  •Que  sus  Minlstros 
» precipitaban  la  nacidn  a  una  situacidn  en  la  dual,  sdlo  el  sufrlr  a  sus  rloa • 
•les,  podria  libertarla  de  destruirse ».  Esta  es  seguramente  aquella  situacidn 
que  ocurre  en  el  dia  y  el  resto  se  halla  en  manos  de  Espafla  y  de  Francia. = 
Arthur  Lee,  (I)  Commissioner  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America. =Burgos  March  4  th.  1777. 

(A.  H.  N.,  Estado.  leg.  MU.  Exiete  en  Inside  mlnute-autdgrefa 

de  Lee  y  firmed!  por  dl  en  el  mlemo  legalo) 


(I)  Flrme  y  tflulo  en  Inglde  del  doeumento  eon  autdgrafoe  de  Lee. 
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APPENDIX  8 


Carta  de  Arthur  Lee  a  Aranda. —  9  Diclembre  1777.  (Original) 

Count  D’Aranda. 

I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  your  Excellency  the  Copy  of  a  Memorial 
presented  to  his  Excellency  Count  Vergennes,  by  the  Commissioners  of  Con¬ 
gress  for  this  Court. 

The  knowledge  I  have  of  the  great  veneration  entertaind  by  the  United 
States,  for  the  this  of  Spain,  d'affection  for  the  people,  enablesme  to  assure 
your  Excellency,  that  nothing  will  give  them  greater  joy,  than  the  happy 
conclusion  of  a  firm  et  lasting  treaty  of  Amity  et  Commerce  between  the  two 
Nations. 

Permit  me  therefore  to  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  co-operate  with  the 
favorable  disposition  of  this  Court,  In  bringing  the  treaty,  formerly  propos’d, 
to  a  speedy  conclusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  et  consideration. 

Your  Excellency  most  obedient  mos  humble  servant.=Arthur  Lee.=Com- 
missioner  plenipotentiary  for  the  Court  of  Spain.  — 

Dec.  9th.  1777.'j 

(A.  H.  N.,  Estado.  leg.  3884) 
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APPENDIX  9 


Memorial  prcsentado  por  los  Dlputados  cmericnnos  a  Ins  codes 
espahola  y  francesa.  —  Septlembre  1777.  (Original)  (1) 

To  tils  F.xcellcucy  the  Count  de  Vergenncs  Minister  for  the-  foreign  Affairs 
of  France  etc.  etc. 

And  to  his  Fxcellency  the  Count  d’Aranda  Embassador  of  Spain,  etc. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Congress  some  Months  since  acquainted  us,  that  80.000  Suits  of  Clo¬ 
thes  will  be  wanted  for  their  Army  next  Winter:  Also  a  Number  of  brass  Can¬ 
nons,  Fusils.  Pistols,  etc.  and  a  large  Quantity  of  Naval  Stores. 

To  pay  for  these,  they  acquainted  us  that  they  had  purchased  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  Tobacco,  Rice,  Indigo,  Pot=Ash,  and  other  Produce  of  the  Connin' 
which  they  would  forward  to  us  ns  soon  the  great  Difficulties  of  precuring 
Ships,  and  Mariners  for  the  Merchant  —Service,  with  Convoys  of  Force  suf¬ 
ficient,  could  he  surmonted. 

They  also  directed  us  to  borrow  two  Millions  Sterling  in  Furopn  on  the 
Credit  of  the  United  States;  which  Sum,  if  the  Lean  could  have  been  effected 
here,  would  have  been,  as  the  most  profitable  in  the  Manufactures  of  these 
Kingdoms,  greatly  to  the  Advcntnge  of  their  People,  not  only  encouraging 
and  encreasing  their  present  Industry,  but,  by  introducing  the  knowledge  of 
their  Manufactures  and  Produce,  and  the  Taste  for  them,  would  hnve  been 
the  Source  of  great  future  Commerce. 

Flic  Found  was  found  to  he,  in  our  presens  circunstnnces,  difficult;  and 
without  (he  Aid  of  some  credit  from  France  and  Spain  teems  impracticable. 

And  the  Ships  bringing  the  Products  of  America  to  us,  have  been  inter¬ 
cepted,  some  by  Treachery  of  the  Seamen,  but  chiefly  by  the  Enemy's  Ships 
of  War,  which,  with  the  Difficulty  above  mentioned  of  finding  Ships,  and  the 
Blocking  up  of  our  Ports,  hasjleft  us  hitherto  disappointed  of  the  expected 
Remittances. 

But  France,  having  nctuclly  furnished  us  with  some  Money  cn  regular 
Payments,  and  kindly  promised  us  a  continuance  of  them:  and  Spain  having 
given  us  Expectations  of  considerable  Aids,  though  without  specifying  the 
Quantity,  the  Commissioners  conceiving  it  would  not  be  less  than  what  Fran¬ 
ce  was  giving,  and  impress’d  with  the  urgent  Necessity  of  the  Clotheing,  etc. 
ventured  to  order  ,X) .000  Suits:  and  have  also  sent  or  contracted  for  con¬ 
siderable  Quantities  of  Arms  and  other  Necessaries  for  which  they  are  in¬ 
debted. 
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Spain  after  furnlahtng  ua  with  1.870.500  Liva.  in  money,  and  some  Naval 
Stores  sent  directly  from  her  Porta  (the  Value  not  yet  known  to  us)  has 
desisted. 

And  the  Commissioners  find  themselves  extreamly  embarrased  by  their  En¬ 
gagements,  and  likely  to  be  discredited  with  their  constituents  by  the  Expecta¬ 
tions  they  have  given  of  effectual  aids  from  France  and  Spain,  if  not  a  Diver¬ 
sion  thath  might  be  favourable  to  the  States:  But  the  worst  is  the  Prejudice 
their  cause  and  Country  must  suffer  by  the  Disappointment  of  Supplies. 

The  Commissioners  received  soon  after  their  arrival,  kind  assurances  of 
the  amity  of  France  and  Spain,  and  substantial  Proofs  of  it  which  will  ever 
be  remembered  with  gratitude. 

They  by  Authority  from  the  Congress,  offer'd  Proposals  for  a  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  and  for  uniting  the  force  of  the  States  with  that  of  France  and 
Spain,  in  conquering  for  those  Crowns  the  English  Sugar  Islands,  with 
other  advantages  et  Stipulations,  in  case  Britain  should  commence  the  War 
on  Account  of  the  Aids  granted  to  us:  which  Proposals  the  Commissioners 
hope  were  not  disagreable,  and  have  long  expected  with  Anxiety  an  Answer 
to  them. 

Some  late  Proceedings  In  France  relating  to  our  armed  Wessels  and 
their  Prizes,  and  to  the  Exportation  of  warlike  Stores,  and  the  cessation  of 
Supplies  from  Spain,  might  occassion  a  Doubt  that  the  Disposition  of  those 
Courts  towards  the  United  States  is  changed,  if  the  Commissioners  had  not 
the  fullest  Confidence  in  those  dispositions  as  being  well-founded  in  the 
true  Interest  of  these  Kingdoms,  and  as  it  is  conceived  no  cause  has  been 
given  on  the  Side  Of  America  for  their  Diminution. 

They  therefore  ascribe  the  late  Strictnesses  in  France  to  the  Circumstan¬ 
ces  of  the  times;  and  the  Stoppage  of  Supplies  from  Spain  to  the  Inattention 
occassioned  by  occupation  In  other  great  Affairs. 

And  they  hope  that  a  little  time  will  remedy  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

In  the  meanwhile,  they  request  a  present  Supply  proportioned  to  their 
wants,  which  will  appearby  by  the  annexed  Estimate. 

France  and  Spain  (as  they  have  represented  in  a  former  Memoir)  will  be 
greatly  Gainers  by  the  american  Commerce  in  Went  of  Products  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  Increase  of  People  by  furnishing  more  Employment,  Increase  of 
Shipping  and  Seamen  and  of  course  Navnl  Power,  while  Britain  Is  dimini¬ 
shed  and  wenkned  In  proportion,  which  will  make  the  Difference  double. 
But  they  offer  these  advantages,  not  as  putting  them  to  Sale  for  a  Price,  but 
as  Ties  of  the  Friendship  they  wish  to  cuitivatewith  these  Kingdoms. 

And  knowing  that  after  a  Settlement  of  their  States  in  Peace,  a  few  years 
will  enable  them,  to  repay  the  Aids  that  may  now  be  lent  them,  they  with  the 
more  freedem  ask  greater  Assistance  by  way  of  Lean,  than  they  would  pre¬ 
sume  to  ask  way  of  Subsidy. 

But  if  those  Powers  apprehend  that  the  Granting  such  Aid  may  be  one 
means  of  occasioning  a  War  between  them  and  Britain,  and  the  present 
clrcunstnnces  render  6uch  a  War  not  eligible;  and  if  they  therefore  decline 
tile  same,  and  would  advise  the  Americans  to  make  Peace;  it  Is  requested 
that  these  Courts  as  Friends  of  te  United  States,  would  assist  them  with 
their  Advice  and  Influence  In  the  negotiation,  that  their  Liberties  with  the 
Freedom  of  Commerce  mny  be  maintened. 
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And  they  farther  request  to  be  explicitly  informed  of  the  present  Inten¬ 
tions  of  these  Courts  respecting  the  Promises,  that  they  muy  communicate 
as  much  of  the  same  to  the  Congress  as  moy  be  neccessory  for  *hc  Regula¬ 
ting  of  its  Conduct,  and  preventing  the  Mis  aprehensions  mat  the  late  Prece¬ 
ding  above  mentioned  may  other  wise  occasion. 

They  con  assure  your  Excellencies  that  they  have  no  Account  of  any 
Treaty  on  foot  in  America  for  an  accommodation;  nor  do  they  believe  there  is 
any:  Nor  have  any  Propositions  been  made  by  them  to  the  Court  of  England, 
nor  any  the  smallest  Overture  received  from*thence  which  they  have  not  al¬ 
ready  communicated;  the  Congres  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  good 
Will  and  Wisdom  of  these  Courts,  et  having  accordingly  give  us  Orders  to  en¬ 
ter  into  no  Treaty  with  any  other  Power  inconsistent  witli  the  Propositions 
made  to  them,  if  those  Propositions  are  likely  to  be  accepted;  and  to  act  with 
their  Advice  and  Approbation.  And  the  Commisioners  are  finitely  of  opinion 
that  nothing  will  induce  the  Congres  to  accommodate  on  (lie  Terms  of  an  ex¬ 
clusive  Commerce  with  Britain,  but  the  despair  of  obtaining  effectual  Aid  and 
support  from  Europa. 

But  as  it  probable  that  the  England  is  not  yet  sufficiently  weakned  or 
humble  to  agree  to  any  equitable  Terms  of  Accommodation;  et  as  the  United 
States  with  are  Aid  much  less  than  would  be  spent  by  France  and  Spain  in 
case  of  their  entering  inte  the  War,  will  be  enabled  to  continue  it  with  En¬ 
gland  as  long  us  may  be  necccssary,  the  Commissioners  request  that  those 
Powers  would  resolve  upon  Granting  such  subsidy  as  may  be  sufficient  for 

the  Purpose;  or  otherwise  lend  to  the  said  States  the  Sum  thev  desire  of  two 

h, 

millions  Sterling  at  the  Interest  of  six  for  cent  which  they  have  all  reason  tb 
beleive  they  shall  be  well  able  to  pay  after  an  happy  finishing  of  te  War,  and 
which  they  mean  punctually  to  perform. 

Dated  at  Passy  this...  of  September  1777. =B.  Franklin.  =Sllat  Deane.  = 
Arthur  Lee.=(Rubricudos  todos  mcnos  Lee). 

(A.  H.  N.,  Eatado.  lef.  J»t) 
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Estado-presupuesto,  unido  nl  memorial  anterior. 

Septlembre  1777.  (Original)  (I) 

Estimate  &  &. 

Ballance  of  Mr.  Grand's  Amst.  rendered  June 

10  1777  .  604. 173.  1.1 

Payments  the  August  14  1777  .  170.196.11.1 

Drafts  since  that  time  by  the  Commissioners 

by  Mr.  Williams  .  .  .  suppose  ....  30.000.  0.0 

Agreements  are  made  for  30.000  Suits  Cloaths 

suppose  them  to  cost  35  livres  each  .  .  1.050.000.  0.0 

Ditto  ...  for  1.000  Fusees .  18.000.  0.0 

Ditto  .  .  .  100.000  pd.  Copper  et  Tin  for  casting 

cannon .  150.000.  0.0 

Ditto  ...  100  Tons  Salt  Petre .  110.000.  0.0 

Ditto  for  Sfcoaa,  for  Pistola  A  engaged  by  Mr. 

Williams  including  also  the  Ship  for  carrying 

oat  the  Goods  suppose .  2&3.00Q.  0.0 

Repairs  of  several  Vessels  ...  suppose  50.000.  0.0 

Paid  Mr.  Delap  of  Amst .  40.000.  0.0 

Cordage,  anchors,  A  for  a  64  Cun  Ship  200.000.  0.0 

To  compleat  &  load  the  Ship  In  Holland  the 

leaat  aum  will  be .  550.000.  0.0 

Mr.  Grand  receiv’d  July  10  th .  500.000.  0.0 

Ballance  agafnat  the  Commisaioners  by  their 

Eatlmate .  1.454.018.10.0 


2.618.196.11.1 

Ballance  as  above .  1.454.018.10.0 

To  be  receiv'd  In  October .  500.000.  0.0 

Ballance  against  the  Commissioners  after  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Sum  of  500.000  will  be  .  954.018.10.0 


1.454.018.10.0 

Ballance  as  above  954.018.10.0  is  carried  over 

to  the  next  Page .  954.018.10.0 

Ballance  against  the  Commissioners  brought 

from  last  page .  954.018.10.0 

Blankets,  Shirts,  Then,  Cloths,  Brass  cannon  &  many  other  articles 
essentially  neccesary  are  not  reckoned,  they  will  amount  to  a  very  consi¬ 
derable  Sum. 

For  instance 

80.000  Blankets  at  7  fibres .  590.000.  0.0 

80.000  Shirt*  4  .  320.000.  0.0 

30.000  Shoes  3  . 10 .  70.000.  0.0 

10.000  Sterkinge  already  both .  15.000.  0.0 
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70.000  ditto  cvnntcd .  105.000.  0.0 

100  Tons  Powder  .  . .  wanted  ....  200.000.  0.0 

Brass  cannon  cannot  be  estimated  at  preBent  . 


The  Sum  which  the  Commissioners  will  be  in¬ 
debted  in  October .  2.244.018.10.0 

The  Commissioners  orders  arc  for  80.000. Suita 
of  Cloaths  compleat,  but  only  30.000  ore  or¬ 
dered,  to  compleat  tills  Order  will  they  want.  1.750.000 

To  give  each  soldier  2  Shirts .  320.000 

00.000  pair  of  Shoes .  210.000 

Furniture  for  3.000  Horse .  450.000 

Brass  cannon  ordered  will  at  least  amount.  .  2.000.000 


Adding  the  charge  of  transportation  &  expen¬ 
ses  of  every  kind,  these  goods  must  be  sent 
In  armed  vessels  the  Congress  have  ordered 
eight  ships  of  War  of  the  Line  ....  3.000.000 

To  be  purchased  which  will  amount  to  .  .  .  7.730.000 

The  ships  or  war  may  now  be  purchased  &  probably  for  the  money  they 
are  estimated  at:  they  are  absolutely  neccessary  as  will  for  the  carrying  out 
the  Goods  &  Stores  engaged  at  to  open  the  Commerce  &  bring  bach  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  America  for  Payment  of  the  Sum  wanted. 

The  estimate  does  nit  include  many  neccessary  articles,  as  the  Congress 
could  if  their  Trade  was  protected  by  eight  Ships  of  the  Line,  procure  them 
in  Exchange  for  their  Productions. 


(A.  H.  N.,  E»Udo.  leg.  38M) 
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APPENDIX  10 


Carta  de  Diego  Gardoqui  a  Arthur  Lee.  -  17  Febrero  1777. 

(Minuta)  (2) 

Madrid  17  th.  Feby.  1777. 

Arthur  Lee,  Esquire. 

Sir. 

My  person  et  house  in  the  comercial  way  are  well  known  to  the  Colonies 
not  only  on  account  of  our  long  stnndg  Correspondance  of  .X).  to  40.  years, 
hut  also  on  that  of  the  true  affection  with  which  we  have  endeavourd  to 

serve  them.  I  uni  lately  arriv'd  nt  Madrid  on  some  particular  nffuirs  which 
have  ocassiou'd  my  treating  with  the  Minister  of  State,  who  liuve  honour'd 
me  with  the  principal  affairs  of  Europe,  among  which  I  have  tuk'd  about 
your  couieing  from  Paris  to  Strain  undoubtedly  with  the  design  of  treating 
on  the  subjects  of  the  Coloneis  as  1  judge  they  have  already  done  et  conti¬ 
nue  doing  at  siml  Paris,  but  having  bear'd  that  in  such  a  small  place  as  Ma 
drid  it  vould  be  absoluty  ympossible  to  remain  yncog  either  by  your  own  or 
any  other  name  el  you  would  of  course  be  spied  by  the  Gent/cmori  here  who 
have  a  real  Interest  thereon,  et  conseqiicnly  you  could  not  treat  with  the  mi¬ 
nisters  without  hurting  the  Coloneis  in  the  highest  degree  by  your  own  doings, 
et  besides  you  would  set  this  Court  at  variance  without  success,  I  judge  you 
will  ymprove  of  the  oport unity  which  offers  by  chance  et,  I  think,  is  an  exce* 
lent  one  et  have  .therefore  no  objection  to  hint  it  you  being  fully  assur'd 
that  it  will  cause  no  displeasure  here.  The  Marquis  of  Grimaldi  yntends  to 
set  out  soon  for  Biscay  et  1  propose  the  same  for  my  house  at  Bilbao  all 
which  we  shall  so  manage  as  to  meet  one  et  the  other  at  Vitoria  where  we 
slin  1 1  tarry  under  some  good  desguisse  until  our  mutuall  arrivall  et  as  this 
noble  Minister  has  had  to  this  day  the  entire  direction  of  all  affairs  et  is  of 
course  faily  acquainted  with  his  Majesty's  yntentions,  beleive  it  Is  the  only 
person  with  whom  you  might  treat  either  in  said  place  or  in  some  Country 
house  that  might  be  pick’d  up  for  the  purpose,  et  avoid  thereby  the  yncon- 
viuiences  which  must  ynevitabiy  follow  by  your  comeing  to  Madrid.  By  the 
afore  said  beleive  I  have  giving  you  a  further  proof  of  my  attachment  the 
Coloneis  et  1  must  also  add  with  all  truth  that  the  principal  persons  here  are 
of  tlies  same  opinion,  oltho  the  present  state  of  affairs  obliges  them  to  make 
no  shew  thereof;  In  short  Sir  I  hope  you  will  aprove  of  my  propos’d  method 

being  the  safest  et  most  natural  to  carry  on  the  wiew  of  both  parteis  et  beg 
you  would  give  me  an  answer  thro’  the  same  hands  as  the  present  will  be 
deliver’d  you,  doubting  not  but  you  will  tarry  at  said  Vitoria  until  we  get 
there  et  you  will  also  observe,  that  you  will  be  at  full  liberty  to  proceed  to 
Madrid  if  you  should  judge  proper  after  you  have  talk’d  over  the  matter  with 
said  nobleman  which  being  wath  ocures  subscrive, 

(A.  H.  N.,  Estado  leg.  388J) 
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APPENDIX  11 


Credciiclot  de  J.  Jay. —29  de  Septiembre  de  1779.  (Copia) 


I  lie  delegates  ■  >f  United  States  of  new  Hampshire,  Massachusets-Bay, 
Bhode-lsland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  Ncw-Yorck,  New 
.Jersey,  Pennsilvania,  Delaware,  Mariiand,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
•  '  irolina,  and  Georgia  in  Congress  assembled. 

To  all  vho  shall  see  these  Presents  send  Greeting. 

Whereas  an  Intercourse  between  the  subjets  of  his  Catholic  Majesty 
and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  founded  on  the  principles  of  equality 
Reciprocity,  and  Friend' hip,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  Nations, 
and  it  being  the  sincere  desire  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  and  of  amity,  and  commerce  vith  his  Catholic  Majesty:  Know  ye 
therefore,  that  we  confiding  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  ability  of  the 
honorable  John  Jay,  Esquire,  late  President  of  Congress,  and  Chief  Justice 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents 
do  nominate,  and  constitute  him  the  said  John  Jay  our  Miuiste-  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  giving  him  full  power,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to 
confer,  treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  the  Ambassador  or  Plenipotentiary 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty  vested  with  equal  powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty 
of  ami ty  and  commerce  und  of  alliance  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed 
and  concluded,  for  us  'and  in  our  names  to  sign,  and  thereupon  make  such 
treaty,  or  treaties,  conventions,  and  agreements  as  he  shall  judge  con¬ 
formable  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view,  in  as  ample  forme,  and  with  the  same 
effect  as  if  we  were  personally  presents,  and  acted  therein.  Hereby  promi¬ 
sing  in  good  Faith  that  we  will  accept,  ratify  fulfill  and  execute  whatever 
shall  be  agreed,  concluded,  and  signed  by  our  said  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
and  that  we  will  never  net,  nor  suffer  any  person  to  act  contrary  to  the 
*ame,  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part.  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these 
presents  to  be  given  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia  the  29  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  cur  Lord  1779,  and  in  te  4  th.  of  our  independence. 

Signed  by  the  President  and  sealed  with  his  seal.  (Signed)  Samuel  Hun- 
i  ugton,  Pi  esideni.—  (L.  S.)  Attest.— Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

(A.  M.  N.,  Eslado.  leg.  3*83.  Existen  ndcm.is  otro*  dos 
ejcmphirrs  de  estn  credenclal  el  murvo  Archtvo  y 
!><  ccioii,  Icjf.  3881  bis,  expedient  8,  docamenioe  15  y  !9). 
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APPENDIX  12 


Despncho  de  J.  Jay  a  Plorldnblanca.  -  0  Marzo  1780. 

(Original!  (1) 


Cadis  G»h.  March  1780. 


Sir. 

1  have  been  honored  with  your  Encellencj  s  favor  of  the  24th.  ultimo, 
which  did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  sometime  after  its  arrival. 

The  sentiments  which  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  entertain  of  me,  togheter 
with  the  polite  manner  in  which  your  Excellency  has  been  so  obliging  as  to 
eipress  them,  demand  my  warmest  acknowledgements;  and  give  additionel 
force  to  the  many  motives,  which  render  ine  desirous  of  a  permanent  union 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States. 

The  honor  and  Probity  wich  have  ever  characterized  the  conduit  of 
Spain,  togheter  with  the  exalted  reputation,  which  his  Majesty  has  acquired 
by  being  an  eminent  Example  of  both,  have  induced  the  People  of  the  United 
States  to  repose  the  highest  confidence  in  the  proofs  they  have  recieved  of 
his  friendly  disposition  towards  them,  and  to  consider  every  engagement 
with  this  Monarchy,  as  guarantied  by  that  faith,  and  secured  by  that  inge¬ 
niousness,  which  have  so  gloriously  distinguished  his  Majesty,  and  this  King¬ 
dom,  among  the  Princes  ct  Nations  of  the  earth. 

Permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  assure  his  majesty, 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  convinced,  that  virtue  alone  can  ani¬ 
mate  and  support  their  Governments;  and  that  they  can  in  no  other  way  es¬ 
tablish  and  perpetuate  a  national  character,  honorable  to  themselves  et  their 
posterity;  than  by  an  uhshaktn  adherence  to  the  Rules,  which  Religion, 
Morality  ant  Treaties  may  prescribe  for  their  conduct.  His  royal  mind  mav 


■Iso  persuaded,  that  gratitude  will  never  cease  to  add  the  influence  of  inch-* 
nation  to  the  power  of  duly,  in  rendering  them  soilicitous  for  the  happiness 
et  prosperity  of  these  generous  nations,  who  nobly  strengthened  their  oppo¬ 
sition  to  a  torrent  of  oppresion,  and  kindly  aided  in  freeing  them  from  the  I 
Bondage  of  a  nation,  whose  arrogance  and  injustice  had  become  destructive 
to  the  Rights  of  mankind,  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
Christendom. 

Having  therefore  the  most  perfect  conviction  that  the  candor  and  benig¬ 
nity  of  his  Majesty  s  intentions,  are  equal  to  the  uprightness  and  sincerity  of 
these  of  Congress;  I  shall  set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Madrid,  with  the  pleasing 
expectation  that  there  will  be  little  delay  or  difficulty,  in  adjusting  the  terms 
of  a  union,  between  a  magnanimous  monarch  and  a  virtuous  People,  who  wis¬ 
hes  to  obtain  by  an  alliance  with  each  other,  only  reciprocal  benefits  and  mu¬ 
tual  advantages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect  et  consideration  etc..— John 
Jay.=His  Excelleny  the  Count  de  Florida  Blonca. 


(A.  H.  N„  Ettado,  leg.  3881  bin,  exp.  8,  doc.  8) 
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Carta  de  J.  Jay  a  Florldablanca.  -  12  Mayo  1780.  (Original)  (I) 


Private 


Aranjuez  12th.  may  1780. 

Sir. 

It  is  the  utmost  reluctance  that  1  can  prevail  upon  myaelf,  to  draw  your  Ex¬ 
cellency's  attention  from  the  great  objects  that  perpetually  engage  it,  but  the 
Liberality.  Frankness,  and  candor  which  distinguished  your  conduct  towards 
me  the  last  evening,  has  Impressed  me  with  such  correspondent  sentiments 
of  Delicacy,  as  to  piace  me  in  a  most  disogreable  situation. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  benefits  recieved  by  my  country  from  this  illus¬ 
trious  ally,  prompted  by  duty  and  inclination  to  act,  not  only  with  the  highest 
integrity,  but  tlm  greatest  frankness,  towards  him  et  his  Ministers;  and  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  good  opinion  I  have  imbibed  of  the  Talents  attachment  et 
prudence  of  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  I  have  given  him  and  his  Court  assu¬ 
re..  .es.  that  he  should  reci^ve  from  me  all  that  confidence,  which  these  con¬ 
siderations  dictate.  These  assurances  were  sincere  t  have  most  strictlv  con¬ 
formed  to  them  and  a*  no  circumstances  of  delicacy  forbid  if,  I  have  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  the  information  I  gave  your  Excellency  relative  to  american 
affairs,  et  the  resolution  i  of  Congress  for  drawing  Bills  upon  me -These 
being  the  only  transactions  within  my  knowledge  et  department  which  re¬ 
lated  to  that  proposed  confection  between  Spain  and  America,  for  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  which,  the  King  of  France  has  been  pleased  to  interpose 
his  kind  offices  with  his  Catholic  Majesty.  But  Sir!  mv  healing  will  not  allow 
me  to  permit  the  confidence  due  to  one  gentlement.  interfere  with  that  which 
may  be  due  to  another.  Honor  prescribes  limit  to  each,  which  no  considera¬ 
tion  can  tempt  me  to  violate.  You  snokc  to  me  the  Inst  evening  In  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  private  gentleman  ns  well  as  a  public  Minister,  et  in  both  without 
reserve.  Let  me  entreat  your  Excellency  therefore,  to  inform  me  wheter  I 
am  to  consider  your  conferences  with  me.  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  as  confi¬ 
dential?.  I  am  apprised  of  the  delicacy  of  his  question,— I  wish  I  could  know 
your  sentiments  without  putting  it.  I  assure  you  my  esteem  et  respect  is  too 
sincere  an  too  great,  not  to  make  me  regret  every  measure  flint  enn  give 
you  an  uneasy  sensation— On  this  occasion  I  am  urged  bv  justice  to  vou  as 
well  as  mvself:  and  that  must  he  my  anologv. -Unpracticed  in  the  wavs  of 
Courts,  1  rejoice  in  finding  that  I  am  to  transact  the  business  commited  to 
me  with  a  gentleman  who  adorns  his  exalted  station  with  virtues  as  well  as 
talents,  and  looks  don  won  that  system  et  finese  and  Chicane,  which,  howe¬ 
ver  prevalent,  wisdom  rejects  and  probity  disapproves. 

With  sentiments  of  attachment  et  esteem,  I  have  (lie  honor  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  most  obedient  et  most  humble  servant,  John  Jay.=His  Exce¬ 
llency  the  count  de  Florida  Blanca. 

(A.  H.  N.,  Lstado,  leg.  3881  bin,  exp.  8,  doc.  32) 
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Despacho  de  J.  Jay  a  Floridablanca.  —  9  JanJo 


1790.  (Original) 


.\ranjue2  9th.  June  1780. 


Sir, 

The  propositions  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  send  me  on 
ihe  7th.  inst.  have  been  considered  with  all  the  attention  which  their  great 
importance  demands. 

The  evidence  they  contain  of  his  Majesty  friendly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States,  will  I  am  persuaded  make  correspondent  Impressions  on 
the  Citizens  of  America;  and  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  his  Majesty  desire 
of  contributing  to  my  personal  satisfaction,  by  measures  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  my  Country,  has  excited  my  warmest  acknowledgement  and  at¬ 
tachment. 

The  enlarged  Ideas  my  constltuens  entertain  of  the  power,  wealth  and 
resources  of  Spain,  are  equal  to  these  they  have  imbibed  of  the  wisdom  and 
Probity  of  his  Catholic  Majesty;  and  of  that  noble  and  generous  system  of 
Policy,  which  as  induced  him  to  patronage  their  cause,  and  by  coinpleating 
their  separation  from  Great  P.ritain  effectually  to  disarm  the  latter.  Such 
wise  and  liberal  designs,  folloved  by  such  great  and  extensive  consequences, 
would  add  a  bright  page  to  the  annales  of  a  reighn,  already  signalled  by  im¬ 
portant  Events.  It  is  therefore  with  deep  Regret  that  Congress  would  re¬ 
ceive  information,  that  the  aid  they  sollicit,  small  when  compared  with  their 
Ideas  of  the  resources  of  Spain,  has  been  rendered  impracticable  by  the  ex- 
oenses  of  a  war,  which  on  the  part  ;of  Spain,  is  of  a  recent  date.  Nor  will 
their  disappointment  be  less  than  their  regret,  when  they  find  their  credit  di¬ 
minished  by  the  failure  of  a  measure,  from  the  success  of  which  they  expected 
to  raise  it.  The  kind  proposition  of  his  Majesty  to  become  responsible  at 
the  expiration  of  two  years  for  the  amount  of  the  bills  in  question,  and  that 
even  with  interest;  is  a  proof  of  his  goodnefs,  by  which  I  am  confident,  the 
United  States  will  consider  themselves  greatly  obliged.  But  when  it  is  con¬ 
sidered,  that  bills  of  Exchange,  immediately  on  being  drawn  and  sold,  beco¬ 
me  a  medium  in  Commerce,  and  pass  thro'  various  hands,  in  satisfaction  of 
various  mercantile  contracts;  that  the  Drawer  and}  every  Indorser  become 
responsible  for  their  credit  at  every  transfer;  and  that  the  object  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants  last  holding  the  bills,  as  well  as  of  all  other  Merchants,  is  money  in 
hand  or  actively  employed  in  Trade,  and  not  money  lying  still  at  an  interest 
greatly  Inferior  to  the  usual  profits  to  be  gained  in  Commerce.  I  say,  on  con¬ 
sidering  these  things,  it  appears  to[me  almost  certain,  that  althous  no  ob¬ 
jection  can  be  made  to  the  good  faith  of  his  Majesty,  which  is  acknowledged 
by  all  the  world;  yet  that  the  last  holders  of  the  bills  will  prefer  recovering 
the  amount  of  them  with  the  usual  damages  on  protests,  to  a  delay  of  payment 
for  two  years  with  interest.  Should  these  bills  therefore  meet  with  this  fate 
his  Majesty  will  readly  perceive  its  Influence  on  the  credit,  operations  and 
feelings  of  the  United  States;  in  the  Common^cause;  on  the  hopes  and  Spi¬ 
rits  of  the  Enemy. 

The  necessity  of  Prudence  which  detains  his  Majestys  treasure  in  his  Ame¬ 
ricans  Dominions  is  an  unfortunate  circumstance,  at  a  time  when  it  migth  be 
usefully  employed. 

There  is  never  the  less  room  to  hope,  that  the  great  superiority  of  the 
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would  rather  that  the  United  States  should  be  without  money  than  without 
good  faith,  and  therefore  neither  my  own  Principles  of  action  nor  the  Res- 
pect  due  to  his  Majesty  and  to  the  Reputation  of  my  Country,  will  ever  suffer 
me  (if  my  authority  extended  so  far)  to  enter  into  any  contracts  which  I  had 
not  the  highest  reason  to  beleive  would  be  fully,  fairly,  et  punctually  per* 
formed  on  the  Part  of  my  Constituents. 

Nor  in  case  his  Majesty  sould  think  proper  to  cause  Frigates  to  be 
built  in  America,  can  I  encourage  your  Excellency  to  expect  that  they 
could  be  easily  manned  there  for  Cruises.  The  fact  is,  that  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Frigates  often  find  difficulties  in  compleating  their  compliments,  prin¬ 
cipally  because  the  Seamen  prefer  going  in  Privateers,  which  are  numerous 
and  too  useful  to  be  discouraged.  The  desighn  of  preparing  an  Arma¬ 
ment  to  intercept  the  English  East  Indiamen  appears  to  me  very  judi¬ 
cious.  The  Enemy  draw  their  resources  from  commerce;  to  annoy  the  one 
therefore  is  to  injure  the  other.  Before  the  present  war,  there  were  several 
but  not  a  great  many  Americans,  well  acquainted  with  the  route  of  the  East 
Indica  mer,  But  wether  any  number  of  these  men  could  now  be  secretly  co¬ 
llected  is  uncertain,  for  if  by  a  particular  selection  of  and  inquiry  for  them, 
the  Enemy  should  become  apprized  of  desing,  They  would  naturally  take 
measures  to  frustrate  it.  For  my  part,  I  should  suppose  that  many  of  these 
men  are  not  necessary,  and  that  the  proper  number  may  be  had  from  Prance  it 
not  from  America.  The  idea  of  the  United  States  cooperating  In  the  execution 
of  this  Plan,  is  flattering,  and  the  terms  proposed  generous;  but  so  far  as 
their  cooperation  will  depend  on  the  building  of  Frigates  there  as  proposed, 
it  cannot  be  effected  from  their  want  of  money.  Whether  the  American  friga¬ 
tes  could  be  employed  in  such  an  enterprise  —  that  is  —  whether  the  services 
tor  wtncn  they  may  be  already  destined,  will  admit  ol  it,  ore  with  other  si¬ 
milar  circumstances,  necessary  to  be  know  before  that  question  could  possi¬ 
bly  be  answered.  The  distance  from  America  and  the  lenght  of  time  necessa¬ 
ry  to  ask  for,  and  receive  information  and  instructions  from  thence,  is  such, 
that  it  would  probably  be  more  expedient,  that  engagements  for  these  purpo¬ 
ses  should  be  discussed  and  concluded  there,  than  here.  The  circumstances 
the  United  States,  while  inverted,  will  be  more  fluctuating  than  these  of 
6pain,  and  measures  in  which  they  might  conveniently  embark  at  one  period, 
may  shortly  after  be  rendered  impracticable  by  the  vicissitudes  of  war. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed  that  a  people  rising  amidst  such  terrible 
struggles,  with  an  extensive  country  to  defend,  and  that  Country  invaded, 
et  as  it  were  on  fire,  in  several  places  at  once,  are  not  in  good  condition 
for  forelghn  enterprises.  But  on  the  contrary,  that  it  must  generally  be  tneir 
interest,  and  of  consequence  ther  policy,  to  keep  their  forces  and  strength  at 
home,  till  the  expulsion  of  their  Enemies  shall  afford  them  leisure  et  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  distant  and  offensive  operations.  Wenewer  this  period  shall 
arrive,  his  Majesty  may  be  assured  that  the  United  States  will  not  remain 
idle;  but  that,  impelled  by  resentments  too  deep  and  too  just  to  be  transitory, 
as  well  as  by  unshaken  attachment  to  their  friends,  they  will  persevere 
with  firmness  and  constancy  In  the  common  cause,  and  cheerfully  unite  their 
tfforts  with  these  of  France  and  Spain,  in  compelling  the  common  Enemy  to 
accept  of  reasonable  terms  of  Peace.  I  can  also  with  great  confidence  assure 
your  Excellency  that  the  United  States  will  be  happy  in  every  opportunity 
wich  may  offer  during  die  war,  of  joining  their  arms  to  these  of  Spain,  and  in 
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allied  fleets  and  armaments  in  the  American  seas,  will  in  the  course  of  a  year 
or  eighteen  months  render  its  transportation  safe  and  eaay;  and  that  the 
greatei  part  of  it  may  arrive,  before  the  bills  in  question  would  become  paya¬ 
ble.  This  will  appear  more  probable,  when  the  time  necessary  to  sell  these 
bills,  and  the  time  which  will  be  consumed  in  their  passage  from  America, 
and  the  time  which  will  be  employed  in  their  journey  from  different  Parts  of 
Europa  to  this  place  are  all  added  to  the  half  a  year  which  is  allowed  for  the 
payment  of  them  after  they  have  been  presented. 

I  am  authorized  and  ready  to  engage  and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  for  the  punctual  repayment  with  interest  and  with  in  a  reasonable  term, 
of  any  sums  of  money  which  his  Majesty  may  be  so  kind  as  to  lend  them. 

As  to  the  aids  heretofore  supplied  to  the  United  States,  I  am  without  infor¬ 
mation  relative  to  the  precise  terms  on  which  they  were  furnished,  as  well 
as  their  amount.  When  I  left  Congress  they  appeared  to  met  not  to  pos¬ 
sess  full  et  positive  intelligence.  I  ascribe  this  not  to  omissions  in  their 
Commissioner,  who  there  had  the  direction  of  their  affairs,  but  to  those 
miscarriages  and  accidents  to  which  the  communication  of  intelligence  to  a 
distant  country  is  liable  in  time  of  war.  if  it  should  appear  proper  to  your 
Excellency  to  order  that  I  be  furnished  with  and  accurate  and  full  state  of 
these  transactions,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  them  immedia¬ 
tely  to  Congress,  and  as  they  happened  prior  to  my  appointement,  l  shall 
request  particular  instructions  on  the  subject.  With  respect  to  the  plan  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  Repayment  of  such  sums  as  Spain  may  lend  to  the  United  Sta¬ 
tes,  viz.,  by  the  lafters  furnishing  the  former  with  Frigates  etc..  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  remarks  to  your  Excellencys  consideration,  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  there  are.  Timber,  iron,  Masts, Shipwright*. Pitch.  Tar  at  Turpenti¬ 
ne  and  Spain  can  furnish  the  other  requisites.  But  neither  the  Timber,  the 
Iron,  the  Mast,  or  other  Articles  can  be  procured  without  money.  The  Con¬ 
gress  are  In  great  want  of  money  tor  the  immediate  purpose  of  self  defence, 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  armies,  and  vessels  of  war,  and  for  ail  the  other 
expenses  incident  to  military  operations  The  Congress  pressed  by  their  ne¬ 
cessities,  have  emitted  bills  of  credit,  till  the  depreciation  of  them  forbid 
further  Emissions. 

They  have  made  loans  from  their  Great  and  good  Ally,  and  in  aid  of  the 
system  of  gaining  supplies  by  taxation  et  domestic  loans,  they  have,  for 
the  rt>8om  which  1  have  already  had  the  honor  of  explaining  to  your  Exce¬ 
llency,  drawn  upon  me  the  bills  before  mentioned.  These  bills  will  be  sold  in 
the  United  States  for  paper  money,  and  that  money  will  be  immediately 
wanted  far  the  purpose  1  have  enumerated. 

If  therefore  this  money  was  to  be  turned  in.u  Frigates,  the  obvious  Ends 
of  drawing  those  Bills  would  not  be  attained.  The  war  against  the  United 
States  hath  reged  without  intermission  for  six  years  already,  and  it  will  not  be 
In  their  power  to  pay  their  debts  during  its  further  continuance,  nor  until  the 
retain  of  peace  and  uninterrupted  commerce  shall  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  doing  it. 

.  excellent  frigates  and  other  vessels  may  be  built  in  America,  cuea- 

per  than  in  Europe,  I  am  persuaded.  And  I  know  that  Congress  will  cheerfully 
give  every  aid  in  their  power  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  any  plan  of  that 
kind  which  his  Majesty  may  adopt,  but,  Sir,  their  necessities  will  not  permit 
them  to  supply  money  to  these  purposes;  and  I  should  deceive  your  Exce¬ 
llency  with  delusive  Expectations,  were  I  to  lead  you  to  think  otherwise.  I 


57 


cooperating  willi  tliem  in  any  expeditions  which  circumstances  may  render 
expedient  against  the  Floridus  or  other  objects.  The  Americans  would  most 
cheerfully  fight  by  the  sides  of  the  Spaniords  and  by  spilling  their  blood  in 
the  same  cause  and  on  the  same  occnssions,  convince  them  of  their  ardent 
desire  to  become  their  faithful  PHend9  and  stedfnst  Allies 

1  cunnot  privail  upon  myself  to  conclude,  without  expressing  to  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  my  apprehension  of  the  ansiety  and  painfull  concern,  with  which 
Congress  vould  receive  Intelligence  of  the  Failure  of  their  bills;  especially 
after  the  expectations  they  have  been  induced  to  conceive  of  the  successful 
issue  of  their  affairs  here.  What  conclusions  the  Ertfemy  would  draw  from 
the  Inability  of  Spain  to  advance  the  Sum  in  question,  even  bo  men  actually 
in  arms  against  Britain,  I  forbear  to  mention,  nor  would  it  become  me  to  point 
on  the  several  evil  consequences  flowing  from  such  an  event,  to  those  who 
enjoy  from  nature  and  Experience  more  discernment  that  1  am  beseecli  with. 

1  still  flatter  myself  that  som  Expedients  may  be  devised  to  surmount 
l he  present  difficulties,  and  the  harvest  of  LRurels  now  ripening  for  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  in  America ,  will  not  be  permitted  to  wither  for  want  of  watering 
influenced  by  this  hope  1  shall  delay  transmitting  any  intelligence  respecting 
this  matter  to  Congress,  till  tour  Excellency  shall  be  pleased  to  communica¬ 
te  his  Majesty  further  pleasure  in  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  very  sincere  respect  and  Esteem. =Your 
Excellcncys  most  obedient  et  most  humble  servant,  John  Jay.=Hls  Excellen¬ 
cy  Tiie  Count  de  Florida  Blanca. 

{A.  H.  N.,  Estudo.  leg.  3884) 
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Despacho  de  J.  Jay  a  Floridnblaaca.  —  22  Junio  1780.  (Original)  (2> 

Madrid  22d.  June  1780- 


Sir, 

1  have  received  the  note  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
on  the  20th.  instant,  and  l  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  for  your  Excellency  permission  to  accept  the  bills  mentioned  in  it. 
which  1  have  accordingly  done.  Agreable  to  your  Excellencys  recommenda¬ 
tion  in  the  first  conference,  1  have  turned  my  thoughts  very  seriously  to  the 

objects  which  were  the  subjects  of  it,  relative  to  the  bills  drawn  upon  me, 
They  were  two 

1.  the  mcuns  of  paying  these  bills. 

2.  the  proposed  contract  with  America  for  light  vessels  etc.. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  principal  difficulty 
was  removed  by  your  Excellency's  informing  me  that  «at  the  end  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  it  would  be  in  your,  power  to  advance  twenty  five,  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  pounds  sterling*.  I  fence  I  inferred,  that  os  much  time  would  be¬ 
taken  up  in  the  sale  negotiation  and  transmission  of  these  bills,  and  as  so  long 
a  space  as  six  months  was  assigned  for  their  payment  after  being  presented 
that  the  sums  which  it  would  be  in  your  Excellency’s  power  to  advance  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  would  probably  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  bills  which 
would  (he  become  payable;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  such  further  means 
might  be  provided,  as  would  obviate  difficulties  with  respect  to  those  which 
might  uflervards  become  due.  When  I  reflected  that  1  was  Stranger  to  the 
resources  of  Spain,  and  that  your  Excellency’s  acknowledged  abilities  com¬ 
prehended  all  the  objets  and  combinations  necessary  in  determining  what 
supplies  they  were  cupoble  of  affording,  and  the  manner  and  means  most 
proper  for  ihe  purpose,  it  appeared  to  me  in  the  light  of  Presumption  to 
hazard  to  your  Excellency  any  propositions  on  the  subject. 

Secondly  on  considering  the  proposed  Contract,  it  become  important  to 
distinguish  between  the  building  these  vessels  with  the  money  of  the  United 
States,  or  with  that  of  Spain.  The  latter  was  very  practicable,  and  I  gave 
your  Excellency  that  opinion  in  my  letter  of  the  eth.  instt..  The  former  on  the 

contrary  appeared  to  me  not  to  be  withirt  the  power  of  the  United  States, 
and  candor  obliged  me  to  make  this  known  to  your  Excellency  in  Ihe  same 
letter.  I  know  it  to  be  impossible  for  Congress  consistent  with  good  faith,  to 
contract  that,  not  with  standing  their  great  want  of  money,  the  injuries  of  a 
six  years  war,  and  their  being  actually  Invaded,  that  they  woult  repay  im¬ 
mediately  the  monies  lent  them  either  in  ships  or  otherwise. 
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1  is  not  uncommon  for  ancient  and  oppulent  nations  to  find  it  necessary 
to  borrow  money  in  time  of  war,  but  1  beleive  it  very  seldom  happens  that 
they  find  it  convenient  to  pay  these  Debts  till  the  return  of  Peace  If  this 
be  the  case  with  powerful  et  long  established  Nations,  more  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  young  nation  brougt  forth  by  oppression,  and  rising  amidst 
every  species  of  violence  and  devastation  which  Fire,  Sword,  and  malice 
CHn  furnish  for  their  destruction:  if,  attentive  only  to  obtaining  payment  of 
these  bills,  et  thereby  relieving  my  Country  from  the  complicated  evils 
which  must  result  from  their  being  protested,  I  had  entered  into  the  propo¬ 
sed  engagements  for  immediate  repayment  by  building  vesels  etc.  etc.:  If  I 
had  done  (his,  notwithstanding  a  full  conviction  that  the  contract  so  made 
could  not  be  fulfilled,  my  conduct  however  convenient  in  its  immediate 
consequences  would  have  been  highly  reprehensible.  This  reflection  there¬ 
to  e  will  i  hope  convince  your  Excellency  of  the  Purity  of  my  Intentions,  and 
induce  you  to  ascribe  my  objections  to  the  contract  to  want  of  Ability,  and 
n  »t  to  want  of  Inclination  111  the  United  States  to  perform  it. 

No  consideration  will  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  practise  deception,  and 
I  am  happy  in  a  Persuasion,  that  aitho’  Truths  may  sometimes  not  plea¬ 
se,  yet  thnf  when  delivered  with  decency,  and  respect,  they  will  never  of¬ 
fend  either  his  Majesty  or  your  Excellency.  Beleive  me  Sir,  The  United 
States  will  not  be  able  to  pay  their  debts  during  the  war,  and  therefore  any 
plan  whatever,  calculated  on  a  contrary  position  must  be  fruitless.  I  am  rea¬ 
dy  to  pledge  their  faith  for  repaying  to  his  Majesty  within  a  reasonable  term 
after  the  war.  and  witli  a  reasonable  interest  any  sums  he  may  be  so  kind  as 
to  lend  them.  Whut  more  can  I  offer?.  What  more  can  they  do?. 

If  there  be  any  services  they  can  do  to  his  Majesty  consistent  with  their 
safety,  et  defence,  they  are  ready  and  will  be  happy  to  render  them.  They  res¬ 
pect  the  King  nnd  the  Nation,  and  the  very  time  they  are  requesting  his  aid 
they  arc  sollicking  to  be  united  to  him  by  bonds  of  perpetual  Amity  and 
\lliancc. 

Against  his  Enemies,  as  well  as  their  own  They  are  now  in  armes,  and  the 
supplies  they  ask  are  not  for  the  purpose  of  Luxury,  or  aggrandisement,  but 
for  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  annoying  their  Enemies,  nnd  enablinq 
France,  Spain,  et  themselves  to  obtain  a  peace  honorable  and  advantageous 
to  each. 

Of  his  Mnjcstys  kind  dispositions  towards  them  they  hod  received  nut 
only  professions  but  proofs;  hence  They  become  inspired  not  only  wi:h 
gratitude  but  confidence  in  his  Friendship. 

Impelled  by  this  confidence,  and  a  particular  concurrence  of  exigences 
already  explained  to  your  Excellency,  They  drew  the  bills  in  question.  The 
issue  of  this  measure  will  be  high'y  critical,  and  followed  by  a  train  of  conse¬ 
quence  very  important  et  extensive. 

1  he  single  circumstance  of  your  Excellencys  hawing  permitted  me  to  Ac¬ 
cept  tlie  first  of  these  bills,  will  be  considered  by  our  Enemies  as  un  unfortu- 
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nite  omen  by  predicting  from  it  further  aids;  Their  Ideas  of  the  resources  of 
Spain,  and  the  resistance  of  America  will  naturally  be  raised,  and  their 
hopes  of  subduing  the  one,  or  reducing  the  power  of  the  other  will  naturally 
be  diminished.  They  will  impute  these  ends  to  a  plan  of  the  Mouse  of  Bour¬ 
bon  wisely  concerted  and  firmly  persisted  in  to  secure  themselves  and  all 
Europe  against  the  ambition  of  Britain,  by  compleating  the  division  of  the 
Empire,  and  they  will  cease  to  flatter  themselves,  that  America  thus  aided 
will  become  destitute  of  resources  to  carry  on  the  war. 

On  the  other  hand  America  will  derive  fresh  vigor  from  this  mark  of 
Friendship,  and  their  attachment  to  his  Majesty  become  proportionably  more 
strong. 

By  mutual  good  offices,  Friendship  between  nations,  as  between  Indivi¬ 
duals,  is  only  to  be  established,  and  it  is  nlways  a  happy  circumstunce.  when 
it  subsists  between  those,  whom  Nature  has  placed  contiguous  to  each  other. 
But  your  Excellencys  time  is  of  too  great  importance  to  be  engaged  by 
such  obvious  reflections. 

Permii  me  Sir  still  to  indulge  the  pleasing  expectation  of  being  enabled 
to  inform  Congress,  that  his  Majestys  Magnanimity  and  Friendship  has  prom- 
ted  him,  to  inconvenient  to  his  own  affairs,  to  secure  the  Credit  of  their  bills, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  Benevolence  of  your  Excellencys  disposition 
will  be  gratified  in  being  instrumental  to  a  measure,  which  would  make  such 
ngreable  impressions  on  the  hearts  and  minds  of  so  great  a  number  of  stead¬ 
fast  friencia  to  the  Spanish  Monarchy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  great  respect  and  Esteem  your  Excellen- 
evs  must  obedt.  et  most  humble  servant,  John  Juy.  =  His  Excellency  the  Count 
<Je  Florida  Blanca. 

(A.  H  N.,  Estado,  leg.  .'ODD 
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APPENDIX  16 


PropoMclones  de  Juan  Jay  a  Floridablanca  para  un  tratado  con 
Lspafis.  —  22  Septiembre  1781.  (Original  y  autbgrafo)  (1) 

As  (he  Time  allowed  Mr.  Jay  for  offering  such  Propositions  as  may  beco¬ 
me  the  Basis  of  the  proposed  Treaty  between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  is  very  short;  he  sould  fear  the  consequen¬ 
ces  of  Haste  and  Inaccusacy,  if  he  was  not  persuaded  that  the  Candor  wun 
which  they  will  be  recieved,  will  secure  him  from  Inconveniences  to  which 
those  circumstances  might  otherwise  expose  him. 

Mr.  Jay  presumes  ttiat  it  is  not  expected  that  he  should  offer  a  Plan  of  a 
Treaty  drawn  at  Length,  but  only  General  Propositions,  which  may  be  so 
modified  and  enlarged,  as  on  due  Consideration  and  Discussion,  may  appear 
expedient.  With  this  view  he  begs  leave  to  present  the  following  as  the  Ba¬ 
sis  of  a  Treaty  of  amity  and  alliance,  vizt.: 

REMARKS  PROPOSITIONS 

1st. 

That  there  shall  forever  subsist 
an  inviolable  et  universal  Peace  et 
Friendship  between  his  Cath.  Majes- 
ly  et  the  United  States,  et  the  sub¬ 
jects  et  citizens  of  both. 

2. 

That  every  Priviledge  Exemption 
et  favor,  with  respect  to  Commerce. 
Navigation  et  personal  Rights,  which 
now  are,  or  here  after  may  be.  gran¬ 
ted  by  either  to  any  the  most  favored 
Nation,  shall  be  granted  to  the  other. 

3. 

That  they  mutually  extend  to  the 
vessels,  merchants  and  inhabitants 
of  each  other,  all  that  Protection, 
which  is  usual  et  proper  between 
frendly  et  allies  Nations. 

4. 

That  the  vessels,  merchants,  or 
other  subjects  of  his  Cath.  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  shall  not  re¬ 
sort  to,  or  be  permitted  (except  in 
cases  which  Humanity  allows  to  Dis¬ 
tress)  to  enter  into  any  of  those 
Ports  or  Dominions  of  the  other  from 
which  the  most  favored  nations  shall 
be  excluded. 

5. 

That  the  following  Commerce  be 
prohibited  and  declared  contraband 
between  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  et  the  United  States,  vizt.. 

AM  such  as  his  Catholic  Majesty 
may  much  proper  to  specify. 
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On  this  Proposition  Mr.  Jay  can 
offer  nothing  but  an  assurance  of  his 
being  ready  to  concur  in  every  reaso¬ 
nable  Regulation  that  may  be  propo¬ 
sed. 


The  impression-  made  upon  the 
Hinted  Slates  by  the  magnanimity  of 
his  Majesty's  Conduct  toward  them  — 
The  asifitance  they  hope  to  recicve 
from  the  further  [exertions  of  the  sa¬ 
me  magnanimity  —  1  he  deep  wound 
which  an  alliance  will)  so  great  a 
Monarch  would  gives  to  the  Hopes  et 
efforts  of  the  Enemy  —  The  strong 
support  it  would  afford  to  their  Inde¬ 
pendence  —  The  favorable  Influence 
which  t he  Example  of  such  a  King 
would  have  on  other  Nations -and 
the  many  other  great  et  extensive 
good  Consequences  which  would  re¬ 
sult,  at  this  interesting  Period,  from 
his  Majesty  taking  so  noble  and  de¬ 
cided  a  Part  in  their  Favor  —  huve 
all  conspired  in  prevailing  upon  Con¬ 
gress  to  offer  to  relinquish  in  his  fa¬ 
vor,  the  future  Enjoyment  of  this  terri¬ 
torial  et  national  Priviledge;  (I)  the 
Importance  of  which  to  their  Consti¬ 
tuents,  can  only  be  estimated  by  the 
value  they  set  upon  his  Majesty’s 
lTi  ieudship. 

By  this  Proposition  the  United 
States  offer  to  forego  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  et  conveniences  which  natura 
has  given  to  the  Country  bordering 
on  the  upper  Parts  of  that  River,  by 
ceasing  to  export  their  own,  et  recie- 
ving  in  Return  the  Commodities  of 
other  Countries  by  that  only  Channel 
—  thereby  greatly  reducing  Ihe  value 
of  that  Country,  retarding  its  Settle¬ 
ment,  ct  diminishing  the  Benefits 
which  the  United  Stales  would  reap 
from  its  Cultivation. 

Mr.  Jay  thinks  it  his  Duty  frankly 
to  confess  that  the  Difficulty  of  re¬ 
conciling  this  measure  to  theFeelings 
of  their  Constituents  has  appeared  to 
Congress  in  a  serious  Light;  and  they 
now  expect  to  do  it  only  by  plnciu 
in  the  opposite  Scale,  the  Gratitude 
due  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the 
great  and  various  udvnutages  which 
the  United  Status  will  derive  from 
(lie  acknowledgement  mi  l  g  neious 


-  fj. 

The  United  States  shall  relinquish 
to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  in  future 
forbear  to  use,  or  attempt  to  use  the 
navigation  of  the  River  Missisippi 
from  the  31  Degree  of  North  Latitude, 
that  is,  from  the  Point  where  it  leaves 
the  United  States,  down  the  Ocean. 


Support  of  their  Independence  oy  the 
Spanish  Monarchy .  >‘1  •'  I 
the  \  i  isitndes,  Dangers  et  Diffn  al¬ 
lies  of  a  distressing  war,  with  a  po¬ 
werful!,  obstinate  and  vindictive  na¬ 
tion,  rentier  s  the  liieiulslnp  ami 
ivowCvl  Protection  of  Iris  Catli.  Ma¬ 
jesty,  in  :t  very  particular  .Manner 

interesting  to  them . 

The  offer  of  this  Proposition  tlic- 
i  efore,  being  dit  fated  by  those  Ex¬ 
pectations,  and  this  Combination  of 
circumstances  must  necessarily  be 
limited  by  Duration  of  them;  et  con¬ 
sequently  that  if  the  acceptance  of  it 
should,  together  with  the  proposed 
alliance  be  postponed  to  n  general 
Peace,  the  United  Steles  will  cense 
10  consider  themselves  bound  by 
any  Propositions  or  offers  which  I 
may  now  make  in  their  Dehaif. 

Nor  can  Mr.  Jay  omit  inenti*mning 
(tie  Hopes  et  Expectations  of  Con¬ 
gress  that  his  Majesty's  Generosity 
et  Greathness  of  Mind,  will  prompt 

him  to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible 
the  Disadvantages  to  which  this  Pro¬ 
position  subjects  the  United  States, 
by  either  granting  them  a  free  port 
under  certain  Restrictions,  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity.  or  by  such  other  marks  of  his 
Liberality  et  Justice,  as  may  give 
him  additional  claims  to  the  affection 
et  attachment  of  the  United  States. 

7. 

That  his  Catholic  Majesty  shall 
gunrnntcd  to  the  United  States  all 
their  respective  Territories. 

8. 

That  the  United  States  guarantee 
to  his  Catholic  Majesty  all  Ids  Domi¬ 
nions  in  North  America. 


Lastly 

Nothing  on  Mr.  Jay  Part  shall  be  As  the  aforegoing  Propositions 
wanting  to  expedite  the  happy  Con-  Bppear  to  Mr.  Joy  the  most  essential, 
elusion  of  this  Business  by  adhering  he  omits  proposing  those  lesser  et 
constantly  to  the  Dictates  of  Candor  subordinate  ones,  which  seem  to  fo- 
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[•'rankness  et  unsuspecting  Confi¬ 
dence.— 

—  Me  is  ready  to  rccievc  the  Trea¬ 
ty  between  the  United  States  et  his 
Christian  Majesty  as  a  model  for 
this,  or  with  such  alterations  as  foun¬ 
ded  on  Principles  of  Reciprocity, 
may  be  more  agreable  to  his  Catholic 
Majesty  — it  being  his  earnest  Desire 
to  arrive  at  t he  important  objects  of 
* i i s  mission  in  any  way  that  his  Ma- 
,esty  may  be  pleased  to  prefer. 

The  subject  of  aids  either  by  Subsidy  or  Loan,  as  may  be  most  convenient 
to  his  Majesty,  will  require  a  particular  Convention;  but  as  the  Manner  Ex¬ 
tent  and  Teans,  depend  on  his  Majesty  Pleasure,  it  is  impossible  for  Mr.  Jay 
without  some  knowledge  of  it,  to  offer  Propositions  adapted  thereto.  All 
that  he  can  at  present  say  on  that  subject,  is  that  Congress  are  ready  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  Power.  He  will  not  however  endeavours  to  conceal  their 
Incapacity  to  do  much  in  the  way  of  Compensation,  while  the  Enemy  conti¬ 
nue  to  make  tha  United  States  the  Theatre  of  a  desolating  war,  and  the 
•bjcct  of  their  predatory  operations.  But  when  those  obstacles  shall  cease, 
it  will  be  in  their  Power,  as  well  as  their  Inclination,  to  make  Retribution  of 
render  important  Services  to  his  Majesty.  Mr.  Jay  will  therefore  continue 
to  decline  attempting,  to  induce  his  Majesty  to  make  any  Measures,  howe¬ 
ver  favorable  to  his  Country,  by  delusive  Promises  or  rash  Engagements. 

But  on  the  other  Hand  is  ready  to  Inter  into  siich  reasonable  ones  as  he  may 
have  good  Reason  to  say  shall  be  faithfully  and  punctually  performed. 

A  particular  Treaty  regulating  the  Condut  to  be  observed  by  his  Cnth. 
Majesty  et  the  United  States,  towards  each  other,  during  the  war  nlso  np- 
pears  to  Mr.  Jay  important  to  both.  But  as  the  proper  Plan  et  and  articles 
of  such  Treaty  can  only  result  from  a  free  Conference  ct  Coinunicntion  on 
the  subject,  he  can  upon  this  Occasion,  only  express  his  Readiness  to  concur 
in  every  Provision  which  may  be  calculated  to  give  Energy  et  success  to 
the  operations  ct  objects  of  both.  =  John  Jay .=St.  Ildefonso  22 d.  Scptr .  1781  • 


How  of  Course;  he  therefore  conclu¬ 
des  this  Subject  with  a  General  offer 
and  Proposition  to  make  and  ndmit 
nil  such  articles  as  in  the  Course  of 
this  negotiation  shall  appear  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  great  objects  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  Treaty. 
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APPENDIX  17 


Despacho  reservado  de  Aranda  a  Grimaldi.  —  7  de  Junio  de  1770. 
(Reservado  n.°  1.  Minata  autdgrafa). 


Excmo.  Sr.: 

Muy  Sr.  mfo:  Escribo  a  V.  E.  este  despacho  reservado  y  de  mi  puflo, 
porque  el  sertor  conde  de  Vergennes  me  enqareciO  que  en  derechura  lo  prac- 
ticase  con  V.  E.,  a  fin  de  quc  ni  aquf  ni  af  huviese  mas  personas  enteradas 
que  los  doe,  para  que  llegue  a  noticia  del  Rey  su  contenido  y  se  mantenga  el 
secreto  que  conviene. 

Esto  es,  que  haviendo  considerado  ser  ya  tiempo  de  facilitar  a  los  Insur- 
gentes  de  America  aquellos  auxilios  que  se  pudiesen  prestar  sin  descubrir  la 
mano  ni  los  conductos;  avfa  obtenido  de  este  Soberano  un  mil I6n  de  libras 
lornesas,  de  las  quales  remitfa  la  mitad  en  moneda  efectiva,  porque  necesita- 
ban  de  especie  fisica  en  el  Canadd,  donde  no  corrian  los  billetes  como  en 
I S8  demds  Colonias.  Que  para  esto  compraban  en  inglaterra  monedas  de  oro 
de  Portugal,  que  eran  las  mds  estimadas  en  aquellos  parages:  y  se  embiaban 
al  Cap  de  la  isla  de  Santo  Domingo,  donde  persona  de  toda  confianza  ofre- 
cerfa  dicha  cantidad  a  las  Colonias  como  propia  de  una  compafUa  y  como 
prlstamo  pagadero  en  gdneros  del  pafs  a  precios  corrientes,  quando  estu- 
viesen  las  Colonias  en  el  caso  de  abrir  su  comercio:  y  que  en  la  misma  forma 
y  en  diversos  efectos  utiles,  a  sostener  la  guerra  se  invertlrfa  y  se  harla  pa- 
sar  el  otro  medio  milldn.  Que  sin  esto  se  hada  la  vista  gorda  a  muchos  otros 
envios  de  armas  y  municiones  que  algunos  emisarios  de  las  Colonias  acopia- 
ban  y  aun  negociontes  franceses,  que  desde  las  Islas  proporcionaban  su  in- 
troducci6n,  bien  fuese  por  si  mismos,  o  bien  yendo  a  buscarlas  los  propios 
Americanos. 

Que  ultiniamente  se  les  havfa  facilitado  la  compra  de  15.000  fusiles,  de- 
sentendilndosc  que  el  asentista  del  annomento  los  vendie6e  a  ellos  en  lugar 
de  entrcgarlos  para  cl  servlcio  de  S.  M. 

Que  sabfa  que  en  Liege  y  otras  partes  se  trabajaba  para  los  Americanos 
liasta  artillerla  de  hierro  de  campafia;  y  que  estando  ya  empeflados  con  tesdn, 
era  meuester  contribuir  para  que  reclprocamente  se  debilitasen;  loslngleses, 
para  quedar  destruidos;  y  los  colonos,  para  ponerlos  a  la  razdn  en  los  prin¬ 
ciples  de  su  indcpcndencin. 

He  ofrecido  al  Sr.  Conde  de  Vergennes  que  de  mi  no  saldrla  la  menor  es¬ 
pecie  de  esta  su  confianza  y  pedirfa  a  V.  E.  que,  comunicada  al  Rei,  la  re- 
servase  a  sf  tambien,  havidndome  prevenido  que  a  ese  Embajador  nada  cornu- 
nicarla  sobre  este  particular,  respecto  que  por  ml  llegaba  el  secreto  a  noticia 
del  Rei  y  de  V.  E. 

Dios  gunrdc  a  V.  E.  muchos  ados.  — Paris  7  de  Junio  1770. =Excelent(slmo 
Sr.  Marquis  de  Grimaldi. 


(A.  II.  N  ,  litido,  leg.  40>  2) 
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APPENDIX  18 


Despacho  autognto  de  Grimaldi  a  Aranda.  —  27  Junto  1778 
(Reservado  n.°  3.)  (I) 

Exm.°  Sr:  He  dado  cuenta  al  Rey  del  despacho  reservado  de  V.  E.  de  7  de 
Junio,  en  que  V.E.  participa  'o  que  le  confid  con  el  mayor  y  necesario  secreto 

el  Sr.  Conde  de  Vergennes.  relativamente  a  los  socorros  que  essa  Corte  se 
propone  subministrar  a  los  Insurgentes  de  las  Colonias  inglesas  y  aquellos  que 
por  diferentes  medios  les  facilitn  con  disimulo;  levando  en  esto  esse  sabio 
Ministerio  el  fin  politico  de  contribuir,  para  que  reclprocomcnte  se  debiliten, 
los  Ingleses  para  quedar  destruldos,  y  los  Colonos  para  ponerlos  a  la  razbn 
en  los  principios  de  su  independencia. 

S.  M.  Iia  aplaudido  estas  medidas  de  essa  Corte,  y  las  balla  muy  conve- 
nientes  para  lus  miras  que  sieinpre  deven  tener  la  Espafla  y  la  Francia,  y 
respecto  de  ser  coimin  a  las  dos  Monarqufas  el  interns,  entiende  el  Rey  ser 
justo  sea  cormin  tambi^n  el  paso,  que  ahora  se  lleve  para  mantener  a  los  In¬ 
surgentes  en  su  estado  de  resistencia;  con  este  fin  me  manda  el  Rey  remitlr 
a  V.  E.  el  anejo  erudite  de  un  milldn  de  livras  Tornesas  para  que  se  pueda 
emplear  al  inismo  objeto;  No  teneinos  nosotros  los  medios  de  executarlo  di- 
rectainente,  y  con  cl  necesario  dissimulo  y  secreto;  pero  V.  E.  se  conzertard 
con  el  Sr.  Conde  de  Vergeues  para  los  socorros  a  que  convenga  emplear 
esta  suma  y  para  el  modo  de  hacerios  llegar  a  su  destino,  ia  sea  siguiendo  el 
cammo  ia  abierto  por  lu  Francia,  o  discurriendo  otro  mds  breve,  segiin  V.  E. 
y  el  Sr.  Conde  de  Vergenes  creau  convenir. 

Para  no  dar  Ingar  a  discursos  o  sospeclias,  lie  supuesto  al  Ministerio  de 
Hacienda  ser  esta  suma  destiuuda  a  una  compra  (jue  de  orden  del  Rey  se  en- 
carga  a  V.  E  ,  y  pongo  esta  carta  de  mi  letra  para  que  no  trascienda  a  nadie 
este  secreto. 

Dios  guarde  o  V.  E.  ms.  as.  =  Madrid  27  de  Junio  de  1 776.  =  El  Marquds 
de  Grimaldi.  =  Exin.°  Sr.  Conde  de  Aranda. 

(A.  H.  N„  Ettndo,  teg.  4073) 
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APPENDIX  19 


Despacho  de  Aranda  a  Grimaldi.  —  7  Septiembre  1770.  (Reaervado 

n.°  8.  Minuta  autdgrafa) 


Excmo.  Sr. 

Muy  Sr.  mio:  De  los  dos  millones  de  libras  tornesas  destinadas  porambas 
Cortes  para  auxiiios  de  las  Colonias  inglesas  de  America,  se  les  embfan  ac* 
tualmente: 

210  cafiones  de  bronce. 

209  cureflas. 

27  morteros. 

29  ajustcs. 

12.820  boinbas. 

51.134  balas. 

300  millares  de  Pdlvora. 

30.000  fnsiles  con  sus  bayonetas. 

4.000  Tiendas. 

30.000  Vestidos  compietos. 

Pasan  tambien  dos  oficiales  de  mdrito  y  graduados  para  servir  alld  como 
Generales,  el  uno  de  artillerfa,  que  se  llama  Mr.  de  Coudrai;  el  otro  de  In* 
funteria  que  es  Brigadier,  y  Americano  de  nacimicnto,  Mr.  Hopkins,  pariente 
del  que  ohora  hace  de  Almirante  de  las  Colonias. 

Van  38  oficiales  de  todos  los  grados  para  former  en  llegando  dos  regi* 
mientos  de  artillerfa. 

Muchos  Ingcnieros. 

Muclios  obreros. 

Plomo  para  balas  de  fusil. 

El  cmbarco  de  todo  esto  sc  liace  en  diferentes  pucrtos  y  bastimentos  ligc- 
ros,  divididndulo  csspressamcnte  por  si  alguno  se  perdiesse.  ocByesse  en  ma* 
nos  de  los  lugleses;  y  todo  se  prncticn  como  si  fucsse  a  cuenta  de  las  Colonias, 
y  remitido  por  sus  emisarios  o  correspondicntes.  Toman  todos  estos  bastimen¬ 
tos  la  ruta  de  las  Islas  Bermudas,  porque,  sobre  ser  la  mds  despejada  de  In* 
gleses,  han  descubierto  con  esta  ocasion  que  tambidn  es  la  mds  corta. 

Los  habitantes  de  diclias  Islas  son  libres  basta  ahora,  y  tin  conjunto  de 
antiguos  Filibustiers,  que  ya  querla  la  Inglaterra  apropiarse.  Los  Colonos 
Americanos  frecucuton  con  cl  motivo  actual  aquellas  Islas,  y  ticncn  bien  dts- 
puestos  sus  pobladores  a  unirse  a  las  Colonias,  quando  cstdn  indepcudicntes. 

La  persona  que  supouc  ser  oquf  cabeza  de  la  CompafUa  Corresponsal  que 
se  ha  encargado  de  adelantar  estos  attiilios  a  las  Colonias,  les  escribe  tam- 
bidn  politiqueando,  y  entrando  en  el  plan  de  sus  operaciones,  apoyada  del 
representante  que  tienen  aqui,  Mr.  de  Dienne:  pero  no  dude  V.  E.*  qua  el 
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pajo  la  aprobaci6n  del  Sr.  Conde  de  Vergennes,  y  pasado  por  su  vista.  Inclu- 
yo  a  V.  E."  copia  de  la  ultima  carta  que  ha  partido  para  las  Colonias  en  el 
iries  de  Agosto,  lie vdndola  bien  estudlada  el  patrdn  amerlcano  del  bastimen* 
lo,  que  estd  en  ia  confianza  del  Congresso,  para  hechar  at  agua  el  pllego  que 
ya  va  bien  dispuesto  de  peso  a  fin  de  colarlo  a  fondo,  en  caso  de  hallarse  sin 
recurso  de  salvarse  de  los  Ingleses;  y  por  si  las  personas  pudiesen  evadirse, 
haga  el  patr6n  en  voz  el  relato  de  su  contenldo. 

Puede  V.  E."  cotejar  essn  carta  con  la  memoria  que  le  embfo  en  otro  de 
mis  oficios  de  esta  expedicidn,  y  me  entregd  el  Sr.  Conde  de  Vergennes  mis- 
iiio:  previnidndonie,  que  rcspecto  no  enteraba  de  ella  a  esse  Embajador,  lo 
advirtiese  a  V.  E.a,  para  reserve  de  sus  explicaciones  con  dl,  pues  el  Rey 
cristianisimo  te  avfa  dicho  bastaba  qne  por  ml  niano  llegasse  a  instruirse  el 
rey  su  Ho  del  modo  con  que  en  el  dfa  pensaba  esta  Corte. 

Dios  gue.  a  V.  E."  etc.  Paris  7  Setiembre  de  1776 

(P.  S .)  Ayer  en  Versailles  me  dijo  el  Sr.  de  Vergennes  que  me  haria  co- 
nocer  a  Hopkins,  y  oy,  escrita  £sta,  ha  venido  con  un  papel  de  dicho  Minis- 
tro,  cuya  copia  incluyo  a  V.  E.V  Me  ha  dicho  ser  el  que  yo  sabfa,  y  crehta 
par tir  en  el  mes  entrante. 

Entre  las  diferentes  especies  generates  que  hemoB  hablado,  me  ha  pregun- 
t3do  si  la  Espafla  permitiria  que  los  americanos  entrasen  en  sus  puertos,  asy 
de  Europa  como  de  America,  con  presas  Inglesas  y  Portuguesas;  le  he  res- 
[  ondido  que  yo  no  podia  contestarle  sobre  este  particular  ni  uno  ni  otro,  sin 
lacerlo  a  ciegas.  Me  volvid  a  instar  que  le  dijesse  mi  parecer  a  lo  menos, 
pjes  le  urgia  por  la  correspondence  que  tenia  con  las  Colonias;  y  le  he 
dicho,  que  essa  misma  pregunta  la  hiciesse  a  esta  Corte,  pues  la  mia,  con  la 
:ni6n  en  que  se  halla  con  ella,  era  regular  conformase  con  sus  resoluclones; 
j  quando  este  Ministerio  se  explicase  conmigo,  lo  haria  yo  con  el  Rey 
Catdlico. 


(A.  H.  N.,  Evtado,  teg.  4073) 
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APPENDIX  20 


Despacho  de  Grimaldi  a  Aranda. —  8  Octabre  1770.  (Reservado 
n.°  10.  Original  aatdgrafo) 


Excmo.  Sr.  * 

En  carta  de  7  del  pasado  informa  V.  E.  del  destlno  que  se  iva  dando  a  loa 
dos  millones  de  libras  tornesas,  aplicadas  al  socorro  de  las  Colonias  Inglesas. 

Es  cierto  que  ahora  mAs  que  nunca  nos  importa  alimentar  aquella  Uuerra 
y  Incitar  a  aquellos  Colonos  a  que  extiendan  su  corso  y  presas  sobre  las  em- 
barcaciones  Portuguesas;  en  quanto  a  la  admisidn  en  nuestros  puertos,  lie 
munifestado  ya  a  V.  E.  lo  que  pensava  el  Rey;  Pero  si  hiciesen  presas  por¬ 
tuguesas  en  la  America  meridional,  en  donde  tenemos  nolicias  quo  navegan 
los  Colonos  para  la  Pesca,  ningtin  reparo  havria  en  admitirlos  alia,  pura  que 
vendiesen  y  se  desiciesen  de  $us  Presas,  si  .les  aconiodase,  atendiendo  a 
nuestra  situaciOn  actual  con  Portugal. 

Dios  gue.  a  V.  E.  ms.  as.  como  deseo.=S.  lldefonso  y  8  Octubre  1776- 
=EI  MarquAs  de  Grimaldi. =Excmo.  Sr.  Conde  de  Aranda. 

(A.  H.  N.,  Estudo,  leg.  <072) 
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APPENDIX  21 


Relacldn  de  los  auxlllos  prestados  en  Europe  k  los  BE.  UU. 

26  Octnbre  1794.  (1) 

AfiO  DE  1776 


Socorros  dados  a  los  Eslados  Unldos  de  America  por  medio  del  sehor 
Conde  de  Aranda,  Embaxador  en  Paris  de  aquel  (tempo. 

Carpets  n.°  2.  En  27  de  Junio  le  remitl6  e!  Sr.  Marquea  de  Grimaldi  ton 
d/cho  objeto  un  millbn  de  libras  tornesaa. 

Id.  n.°  3.  En  12  de  Julio  avisd  su  recibo. 

Id  n.°  7.  Y  en  7  de  Septiembre  el  destino  que  se  las  iba  dando  con 
acutrdo  del  Ministerio  Frances. 

ANO  DE  1777 

Id.  por  medio  del  senor  Dn.  Diego  de  Gardoqui 

Cnrpeta  n.  1.°  En  18  de  Marzo  did  dste  cuenta  deque  a  consequcncia 
delo  qus<e  le  tenia  prevenido.  habla  empezado  a  hacer  las  remesas  en  "d- 
neros  para  las  Colonias  por  el  Navio  Fabby,  su  Capitdn  Juan  Hoadgecrel 
qual  habla  cargado  solo  el  valor  de  3.000  pesos. 

Id.  n  °  6.  F.n  21  de  Abril  se  le  previno  por  Dn.  Bemnrdo  del  Crnnpo  que 
dlngiesc  al  Diputado  del  Congreso  residente  cn  Paris,  Arthur  Lee,  50.000 
pesos  en  Letras. 

Id.  n.°8.  En  24  se  did  cuenta  de  que  aquella  misma  noche  le  remitfn 
hasta  la  cantidad  de  81.000  libras  tornesas. 

Id.  n.u !).  Y  en  27  del  inismo  avis6  que  aquel  mismo  din  Ic  cuvinbn  tnm- 
hidu  Ictrns  h  .stn  In  cimtidud  de  100.500  libras,  que  juntas  con  nquellns  ns- 
cicnden  a  187.500. 

Id.  n.°  15.  En  10  y  12  de  Mayo  avisd  Lee  su  recibo  desde  Paris,  cuya 
nnOcia  did  Gardoqui  en  28  de  Octubre. 

Id.  n.°  12.  En  8  de  Mayo  remiiid  Gardoqui  la  razdn  de  todo  lo  que  se 
habia  embarcado  para  las  Colonias  cn  6  Navios,  induso  el  Fabby,  que  queda 
citudo.  v  el  importe  de  todo  ascendid  a  910.900  reales  16  maram/is. 
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ANO  DC  73 


Cdrpela  n.°  1.  Est<1  eti  el  mes  de  Abril.  En  3  de  Mayo  previno  Campo  a 
Gardoqui  que  remitiese  nuevamente  ai  inismo  Lee  50.000  pesos  en  letras  a 
Pads  y  valor  de  otros  50.000  en  efectos  a  las  Colonias. 

Id.  n."  3.  En  II  del  inismo  di6  cuenta  de  haber  librado  en  lelras  22.500 

libras  tomcsns. 

Id.  n  "  5.  Y  en  18  dc  Junio  quelas  habia  rcpetido  casi  hastu  lu  canlidad 
de  Ins  50  000  pesos. 

Id  n  °  G.  En  20  avisb  habcrle  acusado  Lee  el  recibo  dclns  lctrns  qucle 
envi6  primero  de  22.500  libras  tornesas. 

Id.  n.°  14.  Y  en  11  de  Agosto  remitid  carta  Arthur  Lee,  fecha  en  Paris  n 
.10  de  Julio,  en  que  acusnba  tambidn  cl  recibo  delas  que  lecnvld  postcriores 
hasta  complctar  los  50  000  pesos. 

Id.  n.°  7.  En  25  de  Junio  remitid  Gardoqui  a  Campo  la  listn  dc  todas  las 
lctrns  que  habia  librado  a  Lee,  segiin  la  orden  que  tenia. 

Id.  n.°  20.  En  3  de  Octubre  did  cuenta  el  mismo  Gardoqui  de  haberse 
comprado  va  efectos  hasta  el  valor  delos  50.000  pesos,  y  que  se  Ivan  cm- 
barcando  para  las  Colonias. 

Id.  n.°  23.  Y  en  6  de  Noviembrc  de  que  el  Americano  Lee  le  habia  en- 
cargado  particularmente  30.000  Mantas. 

A&0  DE  79 


Carpcta  n.°  1 .  En  22  y  25  de  Enero  did  cuenta  Gardoqui  deque  el  Dip 
lado  Lee  prctcndlu  quoins  30.000  Mantas  las  pagnsc  la  Corte  de  Espnfta. 

Id.  Y  en  1."  de  Febrero  le  contcxtd  Campo  dicicndo  que  procurasc  vcr. 
si  le  pagaban  los  Estados  su  importe,  y  que,  quando  no  lo  lograse,  no  sufriria 

perjulcio  alguno.  , 

Esto  cs  todo  lo  que  results  en  punto  a  dcudas  de  los  Estados  Umdos,  sin 

quo  conste  aqiil  cl  resultado  de  cstc  pnRo  dc  30.000  Mantas;  pero  segun 
liago  memoria,  dstas  las  satisfacicron  a  su  tiempo. 

Sa.  Udefonso  2G  de  Octubre  de  1794. 

Para  maior  seguridad  se  ha  preguntado  a  Dn.  Joseph  de  Gardoqui  y 
liiiQS  de  Bilbao,  que  fueron  los  remitentes  de  todos  los  efectos.  s.  las30.00U 
Mantas  se  satisfacicron  por  los  Estados  Unidos.=Gardoqui.  (Esta  ult.ma 
uota  es  autbgrafa  de  D.  de  Gardoqui). 


(A.  H.  N..  Eattdo.  Ic*.  JSDS 
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Relacldn  de  los  socorros  suministrados  a  los  Estados  Unidos 
en  Nucva  Orleans  y  en  la  Habana 

Huzun  de  los  prtstanos  o  socorros  en  dinero  que  en  la  A 'ueva  Orleans 
y  en  la  Havana  se  han  dado  a  los  Colonos  Americanos  por  disposlclon 
>te  sus  respcctivos  Gnbernadores,  deducida  de  la  correspondencia  de 
K  ilos  desde  fin  dc  Diciembre  !77fi  hasta  Junio  de  1779. 


DE  LA  NUEVA  ORLEANS 


hn  9  de  Mayo  1778  a  D.  Oli'erto  Pollock,  U.291  pesos  Inci  tes. 

En  25  al  mismo  17.729. 

En  5  Agosto  y  12  Sc-ptiemhre  lf>.04o  al  mismo. 

En  carta  de  Mayo  de  1778  did  cuenta  el  Gobernador  de  la  Luiaiana  de 
haber  aubido  lot  gdneros  remitldoa  por  lot  Espanole6  a  los  Americanos  a 
28.900  pesos  fuertes;  los  auxiiios  eran  armas,  ropaa,  Qulna.  (1) 


DE  LA  HABANA 


Se  did  orden,  27  Marzo  78,  que  se  prestasen  hasta  50.000  pesos:  sdlo  se 
dleron  14.424  a  D.  Alexandro  Gllldn,  Jefe  de  Escuadra  de  la  Carolina  del 
Sur. 

Se  giraron  letras  a  Mlralles  por  esta  cantldad  que  dl  debld  cobrar. 
13Septiembre  l780.=G4lvez. 


(Aunque  esta  relacldn  tiene  fecha  13  de  Septiembre  dc  1700,  la  inserta- 
mos  aqul  por  su  Inlimo  enlace  con  el  anterior  documento). 


(A.  H.  N.,  Eitsdo,  leg.  3884; 
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